FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Specification for the cutting of grass and associated works within the Parish of Fletching for the year 2012/2013 

Preamble:  Pursuant to Standing Order 30 (b) (c) and Financial Regulation No 11 the Parish Council of Fletching invites tenders for the cutting of grass and other associated works within the civil parish of Fletching at seven different locations.  Prospective contractors should quote for a maximum of eighteen cuts per calendar year; the Parish Council will, subject to weather conditions, expect all locations to be kept in good order throughout the growing year. The Council will not expect planned grass cutting to be undertaken when it is not required i.e. in periods when the grass is not growing or when inclement weather precludes cutting; payment will not be made in such instances. In the event of special events being arranged, the successful tenderer will be expected to be flexible by bringing forward or delaying planned cuts. Strimming will be required around all fixed objects e.g. headstones, memorials, posts etc.
Equipment: Prospective contractors should ensure that the equipment to be used viz. motor mowers, strimmers and other appropriate equipment is in good order, safe and reliable. The approved contractor will be responsible for all fuel, maintenance and replacement costs of such equipment and will furnish the Parish Council with a detailed list thereof to satisfy the Council that the working of the contract is sustainable.
Insurance: The Parish Council will require evidence that the successful contractor is adequately insured for public liability – minimum cover £10m  
Health and Safety: The successful contractor will ensure that health and safety guidelines for contractors, the general public and working off the highway are complied with whilst working for the council.

General: All grass areas maintained by the Fletching Parish Council are deemed to be amenity land and as such must be kept as short as possible throughout the year, subject of course to weather conditions.

It is understood that the successful contractor will have other contracts to fulfil; therefore the Council will expect the carrying out of the contract to be undertaken at the discretion of the contractor. The sub-contracting of work will not be permitted. Works will be monitored by appointed members of the Council and the Parish Clerk. 
All elements of the specification shall be included in the quoted price.
Subject to the satisfactory completion of the contract by the successful tenderer the contract may be extended on an annual basis to 31st March 2015  
Tenders:  Forms of tender may be obtained from the Clerk, Mr D. Harris – tel: 01892 660235 or by email at fletching.pc@btinternet.com Completed forms must be returned to the Clerk to the Council no later than mid-day Friday 24th February 2012 for consideration by the Council at its meeting that evening; references may be required.

Acceptance of Tender: The Council is not obliged to accept the lowest tender (Standing Order No. 30 (d).
Schedule of Works
1. Fletching Burial Ground: From High Street – cut grass pathway and left hand side of burial ground to the line of yew trees plus the right hand side of the burial ground from the Church Farm footpath and the burial ground beyond the line of yew trees together with the occasional clearing and levelling of mole hills and the trimming of trees within these areas as required. 
a) Level grave spaces as required and remove surplus spoil to the allocated area within the burial ground; advise when the surplus needs to be taken from site.
b) Remove unauthorised memorabilia in accordance with 
the regulations governing the burial ground and place 
in the appropriate litter/dust bin. 

c) Collect litter, dog faeces etc and place in the receptacles provided.

d) Take ‘dust bins’ to the car park area behind Cherry Cottages for emptying by the District Council and return.

e) Strim around all headstones, memorials, post and other fixed objects.
2. Recreation Ground/Playground: Cut grass either side of the footpath from Church Road into the recreation ground and in the childrens’ play area. 
a) Keep holly at the entrance to the recreation ground trimmed.
b) Mow grass around the recycling bins and strim where appropriate
c) Work in the recreation may not be undertaken whilst children are present.
3. Splaynes Green: Cut grass, strim around posts and remove mole hills.
4. Cherry Cottages: Cut grass of the left hand verge upwards from the High Street to garage driveway; strim around posts and other fixed objects where appropriate.
5. The Pump House: Cut grass 3 metres either side of the building and strim where appropriate.
6. Piltdown Bus Shelter: Cut grass, keep area around the shelter free from litter and clean. Strim where appropriate. 
    7. Fletching War Memorial: Trim the foliage around the 
memorial 
annually before the 11th November and remove any grass/weeds 
that may be growing within the paved area and generally 
tidy the area.
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