                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 9th January 2012 at 7.30 pm 

Minute 1957 amended

1952.
Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), P. Roundell (Vice Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, D. Lingham, and S. Walker.

District Councillor R. Galley was in attendance from 7.43pm
1953.
Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors E. Hooper, I. Setford and County Councillor A. Reid.
1954.
Minutes: Having been previously circulated the minutes of the meeting held on the 5th December 2011 were confirmed a true record and signed by the Chairman.
1955.
Declarations of Interest: Councillor B. Croft declared a personal 
and pecuniary interest in Minute 1977.
1956.
Questions from Electors: There were none present.
1957.
District Councillor’s Report: In his capacity as a member of the District Council, Councillor Roundel reported that the Authority was currently looking at its service provision as part of the £3m savings required by central government – a little over one fifth of its total budget of £16m – a high proportion of which would be saved by the transfer to Hailsham of services currently managed at Pine Grove. It was intended to freeze the Council Tax for 2012/2013. 502 houses were planned for 2011/2012 195 of which would be ‘affordable’. There would be no general increase in pay – only lower paid staff would receive increases. 
A statutory public enquiry is required for the District Core Strategy/ Local Plan following which the Inspector will report on whether or not he/she believes Wealden’s Plan is sound

Of the twelve development sites envisaged for Wealden, the closest would be North Uckfield. In conclusion he noted that the digital switchover would take place on the 30th May 2012.

1958.
Local Policing: Other than the regular newsletters received from the local District Commander, no report was available. It was hoped that the promised recruitment of a PCSO for the Fletching area would take place in the not too far distant future.
It was reported that there was a new spate of thefts from local farms of which the police were aware.
1959. Commons - Legal ownership of Fletching Common: The Clerk reported that he had obtained a 1:2500 scale map of the common at a cost of £85 plus VAT and re-applied to the Land Registry.  The result of the revealed title numbers for three small areas relative to Netherhall Cottages and the ‘Red Cottage’ – two of which were pending registration and one marked freehold; the remainder of the common being unregistered. To process the matter further it would be necessary to register with the land Registry to make further searches; moderate fees would be incurred. It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange registration and proceed with additional searches to establish ownership.

1960.
Burial Ground: The Clerk reported that in a letter dated 29th November 2011 the Wildlife Unit of Natural England stated that the Council had not submitted the licence report as was required. He had contacted Peter Mortimer who confirmed that the report had been sent; this information was passed on to Natural England by e-mail on the 5th December – there had been no further comment from Natural England.
Councillor Dickens reported that some badger activity was visible where a track under a gate could be seen.  It was agreed that Councillor Dickens would provide and install some additional mesh under the gate to block the access; the cost would be reimbursed.

1961.
Fletching War Memorial: The Clerk confirmed that an order for the replacement of the floodlights had been issued by e-mail on the 19th December 2011 – subject to the existing brackets being useable the cost would be £398.00 plus VAT
1962.
Neighbourhood Planning – Review of Parish Plan: This item was referred to the February meeting.
Councillor Dickens requested a copy of the Parish Profile that had been distributed at the broadband conference hosted by ACRES. Councillor Croft agreed to scan the document and make it available to all members.

1963.
Broadband – Progress Report: Wealden District Council had prepared and circulated a ‘case study to inform project start-ups’ document which had been circulated. The Chairman confirmed that the Council’s interest had been registered with the County Council. It was agreed that a survey be undertaken in the parish to determine the broadband needs of the community.  Councillor Croft agreed to provide a suitably worded questionnaire that would be circulated via the post to each household as soon as possible.
Councillor Dickens agreed to provide copies of information regarding the Jubilee celebrations would also be included in the distribution.
1964. Road and School sign – Mill Lane/Church Street: It was noted that the school sign had not be repaired i.e. an ‘O’ was still missing. The Clerk would raise the issue with the newly appointed Highway Steward.
1965.
Cherry Cottages:  The Chairman was pleased to report that the white lining across the junction of the High Street with Cherry Cottages had been completed and that only the cul-de-sac signs were required to finish the programme.
1966. Possible provision of lay-by (SLR): The Chairman reported that she had met with the Senior Transport Development Control Officer of the East Sussex County Council on site to discuss the possibility of providing a lay-by within the verge adjacent to the recreation ground. It was established that the Council would have to obtain its own design, costing, planning permission and that a Section 278 Agreement would be required from the Highway Authority. Councillor Croft agreed to provide a suitable plan/sketch and Councillor Walker undertook to make other practical enquiries.
1967. Bell Lane – Overgrowth: It was reported that no cutting of the hedges along Bell Lane had taken place and that growth still encroached into the road causing damage to vehicles. Councillor Walker would identify the precise location and advise the Clerk who would take it up with the Highway Authority.
1968.
Extension of 30 mph Speed limit: The Chairman further reported that the Highway Authority had finalised the Traffic Regulation Order process for the extension of the 30 mph sign and that no objections had been raised. A site meeting was to be arranged to ensure that the signs did not impede visibility from the farm; Councillor Lingham agreed to be present.
1969.
Receipts and Payments Accounts together with the bank reconciliation for the period ended 31st December 2011 had been circulated and were received
1970.
Authorisation of payments: The following payments were approved:

R & R Taxis – December a/c




  40.32


The clerk – December expenses



  47.63


Prospective Planning – 1:2500 map



102.00


The Clerk – January net salary 




329.60

1971.
Authorisation of signature of documents: There were none requiring signature 
1972. War Memorial Account: Having been agreed that responsibility for the memorial lay with the Council It was resolved that £1000 be transferred from the general account to the War Memorial Account and that the balance be reviewed annually.
1973.
Grant Applications: An application from the Parochial Church Council for a grant to assist with the cutting of the grass within the Church Yard estimated to be £1320 together with a further grant of £25 or more to assist with the lighting of the War Memorial was considered.

It was resolved that a grant of £660.00p be awarded and that a further payment of £25 be made in respect of the lighting of the War Memorial.
1974.
Reserve Fund: Consideration was given to the setting up of a fund to provide future provision for land purchase, highway works for which the Parish Council might become responsible e.g. a lay-by and other works /acquisitions of a capital nature.
It was resolved that the sum of £5000 be initially provided and that subject to end of year balances a further sum be added; the fund would be reviewed annually.
1975.
The Diamond Jubilee: It was reported that the local Diamond Jubilee committee was up and running and that provisional plans had been established. It was agreed that the Council would assist financially following receipt of a completed grant application. It was anticipated that the Council would provide commemoration mugs or medals to the children of the parish as part of its grant. 

1976.
Budget review: With the exception of previously agreed budget figures for the year in prospect it was agreed that detailed expenditure for 2012/2013 be determined when the grass cutting tender process had been finalised.


1977.
South East Water – The current water resource situation has been 
circulated for information and was received. Principally the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has granted permission to vary the water extraction licence on the River Ouse which will allow South East Water to reduce the minimum flow in the River Ouse, below the extraction point at Barcombe Water Treatments Works, from 20m litres per day to 5m litres per day. The relaxation applies from 22nd December 2011 to 31st March 2012.

Refer to www.southeastwater.co.uk/waterupdate.
1978.
Mr P. Fisher: A letter dated 29th December 2011 from Mr P Fisher raising queries concerning the Council’s decision to amend the original work specification and establish a new tender process had been circulated together with the Clerk’s response which requested the writer to reveal the source of his information vis-à-vis the tender prices submitted.
Councillor B. Croft read the following prepared statement and left the meeting.

Statement regarding Grass Tender

As a result of information published by the clerk for the council meeting to be held on the 9th January the following statement has been written to enable my position as chairman to be clearly articulated.

The letter written by Paul fisher to the clerk contains confidential information regarding an on-going tender process.  Neither the name nor the proposed sums of any tender returns should be publicly available and particularly not available to tenderers.

1. This disclosure is a clear breach of Standing Orders No 7 and 21 by a Councillor or Councillors
2. Only the subcommittee reviewing tenders were provided with the full tender return information


3. The tenders were discussed during the December meeting

Note having expressed personal and prejudicial interest during the December meeting I left the room for this discussion.

This letter contains the first view of the tender values I have seen. Furthermore the information contained in Mr Fisher letter has not been shared with my spouse.

Perhaps whoever has made this disclosure should consider their resignation and stepping down.

Councillor P. Roundell took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.
Each member present confirmed that they had not disclosed the information contained in Mr Fisher’s letter.

Following discussion it was agreed that pending the requested response from Mr Fisher, the revised tender procedure should continue.

1979.
Obstruction of Footpath: Following a report that an electric fence had been placed across a local footpath, Councillor Walkers said that he would talk to the land owner.
1980.
Date of the next meeting – 6th February 2012
1981.
Close of Meeting: There being no further business to discuss the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20 pm
PAGE  
1

