FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Fletching Village Hall on Monday 7th November at 7.30 pm
1870.
Present: Councillors P. Roundell (Chairman), Lady Collum, C. Everard, B. Dickens, E. Hooper, D. Lingham,  I. Setford and S. Walker

In attendance: County Councillor A. Reid and District Councillor R. Galley until 8.45 pm
1872. Chairman: Due to the absence of the Chairman the Vice Chairman of the Council, Councillor P. Roundell took the chair.

1873.
Apologies: An apology for absence was received from Councillor B. Croft
1874.
Minutes: Having been previously circulated the minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd October 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

1875.
Declarations of Interest: There were none.
1876.
Questions from Electors: There were none.
County and District Reports
1877.
County Councillor A. Reid reported that the Government was to make available £500m to the South East Economic Partnership of which £32m was to be awarded to Essex, Kent and East Sussex; the award was to provide ‘cross community’ funding.  One County initiative was to provide high speed broadband in conjunction with other partners. He, together with Councillor Galley was to sit on a commission to listen to the views of small to medium businesses with regard to increasing productivity and other issues over a period of six months and asked if the Parish Council could seek out and provide details of small businesses within the parish.
The Chairman commented that it would be important for local broadband services to be monitored and that the problem appeared to be the distance of the Newick telephone exchange from Fletching. Fletching’s broad band speed was less than 2mb which was far below the minimum requirement for business and even private use.
Councillor Reid explained that there was to be a ‘Broadband Seminar’ taking place in early December to which parishes would be invited. It was agreed that subject to their approval, Councillors B. Croft and E. Hooper would represent the Council.
1878.
District Councillor R. Galley reported that Wealden had appointed officers dedicated to business and tourism and that three types of grant would be available to assist successful applicants with those types of activities viz:
· Wealden Community Grants for voluntary groups – up to £1k for revenue assistance and up to £10k for capital equipment

· Wealden and Rother Regeneration Partnership (WARR) – grants for rural businesses on a pound for pound basis – agriculture/forestry/tourism etc. available for the next 18 months.
· 2nd Phase of the Rural Retailers Grants –maximum of £500 for rural ships, cafes etc.

Ideally a register of local businesses would be advantageous but difficult to keep up to date – perhaps parish councils could undertake a survey of their localities.
1879.
Local Policing: The Clerk conformed that the regular reports of the District Commander were circulated to all members. He reported that following the retirement of PCSO Jim Pilston he had experienced some difficulty in making contact with the local PCSO and would make further efforts.
1880.
Commons: The Clerk reported that his application to the Land Registry concerning the ownership of Fletching Common had been returned unanswered – further information being required; he had referred the request to the County Council as additional maps had been asked for.
1881.
Highways/SLR: The minutes of the 7th October ‘Strengthening Local Relationships’ meeting with the Highway Authority had been circulated to all members and were further reported upon by the Clerk viz:
· Approval had been confirmed for the moving of the 30 mph speed limit sign into the village (Eastern approach) and set at 1.8m high to facilitate tractors entering and leaving the adjoining field.

· Surface water on the road adjacent to Denniker Farm to be investigated
· Repairs to posts and chain barrier at Corner Cottages, High Street to be effected

· The ‘potholed’ surface of Cherry Cottages was to be investigated with a view to resurfacing

· Give way markings at the end of Cherry Cottages were approved; this would make the parking of cars on the junction with the High Street an offence and a cul-de-sac sign would be provided

· The drain fronting the Rose and Crown was to be replaced with a more robust structure (this has been done)

· It was unlikely that the Highway Authority would grant a licence to place planters outside the Griffin Inn as a traffic calming measure

1882.
Burial Ground Regulations: A proposal to consolidate the existing regulation number 68 had been circulated; no counter proposal had been received.
Three members of the public were present to express their views with regard to the placement of synthetic flowers and vases within the burial ground and it was agreed that the Clerk would visit one Elector to view a specific type of vase which was used only for special occasions.
The view was expressed that synthetic flowers should be permitted if placed in approved vases; a firm proposal would be considered at the next meeting of the Council. It was noted that the current regulation had been in place for many years and that it complimented the regulations currently in force in the Churchyard.
1883.
Transport – Bell Lane: The Clerk reported that the Highway Authority had advised that the owners of the wood were to be approached concerning the removal of the overgrowth.

1883.
Fletching Recreation Ground Committee Report: Having been previously circulated the minutes of the 20th July 2011 meeting of the committee were received. Minutes of the most recent meeting had also been circulated.
1884.
‘Fletching against Rural Tyranny’: The sixth edition of a satirical publication poking fun at various bodies, including the Parish Council and individuals had been circulated for information and whilst it was considered harmless, the edition did contain references of a personal nature which were considered inappropriate and overstepping the mark.
.

1885.
Diamond Jubilee: The Chairman reported that six persons had attended the inaugural meeting to consider possible local arrangements to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee put forward for the 2nd June 2012. Various ideas had been put forward including a Fete in the Recreation Ground, a Flower Festival in the Church, a Street Party in the High Street with possibly a disco and fireworks display and a Beating of the Bounds. It was thought that the official ‘Big Lunch’ definition of the event should be dropped.
The informal committee would meet again on Tuesday 13th December ain the Village Hall at 7.30 pm (7.15pm if a cup of tea was required).  Other volunteers and ideas would be most welcome.
1886.
Receipts and Payments accounts and bank reconciliation had been circulated and were received.
The following accounts were approved for payment:

R & R Taxis


October account



£40.32

Wealden DC


Dog bins July to September

£89.28

The Clerk


November salary – net


£329.60

The Clerk 


October expenses



£25.02

Village Hall


Hire of hall to 30th September

£114.00

Royal British Legion
Annual Donation



£50.00

Nice and Tidy

Re-hang gate and remove stump
£50.00
1887.
Authorisation of the signing of documents: The Clerk was authorised to sign a Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial in respect of Grave Number 1032

1888. Investments: There appeared to be no interest rates available to the Council beyond the 0.05% offered by Lloyds TSB

1889.
Grass Cutting Tenders: The Clerk reported that three completed tenders had been received and pursuant to Standing Order No. 30.c.v were opened and referred to a sub-committee comprising Councillors C. Everard, D. Lingham and P. Roundell for scrutiny and report to the December meeting of the Council.
1890.
Review of Terms and Conditions of Service: Pursuant to the Contract of Employment dated 1st November 2007 the Chairman gave notice that the review would take place on Monday 21st November 2011 at the Village Hall at 715 pm approximately.
1891.
Precept: It was resolved that the precept for 2012/2013 remain unchanged at £21,624.00p
Correspondence: 

1892.
East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton and Hove Waste and Minerals Plan – Public Consultation: In a letter dated the 27th October 2011 which had been circulated, the ESCC gave notice of the period of public consultation ending 8th December 2011.
1893.
West Sussex County Council: In a letter dated 10th October 2011 which had been circulated, the West Sussex County Council gave details of an update to the West Sussex Waste Plan
1893.
Wealden District Council: In a letter dated 21st September 2011 which had been circulated, the Chief Executive of the Authority gave his explanation of why the September parish conference had been so costly and why the East Sussex National venue had been chosen. The letter was received.
1894.
 Other Business: The clerk was asked to report the following matters to the Highway Authority:-

· Signpost at the junction of Church Street, Mill Lane and the High Street had been moved out of position.

· The school sign had lost a number of letters (Sc--l) 

1895.
Date and time of the next meeting: Monday 5th December 2011 – 7.30 pm approximately at the Fletching Village Hall.
1896.
Close of Meeting: There being no further business to discuss the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15 pm
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