THE CIVIL PARISH OF FLETCHING
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Electors of the Civil Parish of Fletching held at the Fletching Village Hall on Monday 6th April 2009 at 7.30 pm

1.
Chairman:  The Chairman of the Fletching Parish Council, Councillor Nigel Alderton took the Chair as required by statute.

2.
Present: Parish Councillors N. Alderton (Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard and  S. Medway, County Councillor A. Reid and District Councillor S. Martin. There were eleven members of the Electorate present.
3.
Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors B. Croft, P. Roundell and G. Tapp, District Councillor R. Galley and Mary Witty.

4.
Confirmation and Signature of the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 27th April 2008: Having been circulated, the Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
Community Safety - Report by Sergeant Price of the Sussex Police:  In the absence of PCSO Jim Pilston, who was attending a training course, Sergeant Price gave details of local crime during the last six month period recording that there had been six houses burgled, eight none dwelling burglaries and eight criminal damage offences – not too high.  He explained that an operation named ‘Alamo’ had been set up to catch car thieves; this involved an unmarked police car visiting ‘known hot spots’ daily to catch unsuspecting miscreants.
He explained that current priorities were high visibility policing, control of speeding, parking and traffic control.  PCSO Pilston would have increased hours in Fletching plus ten hours of general patrolling.

He addressed the following issues: - the theft of metals (don’t leave scrap metal about), the theft of domestic oil (be aware and take precautions), keep an eye on the welfare of elderly neighbours and how the Police could be assisted by residents keeping a note of car number plates in unusual circumstances. He concluded his report by drawing attention to the need for riding tack to be marked and a requirement for more local volunteers to reactivate the Neighbourhood Watch scheme. Sergeant Price answered several questions put to him by Electors.

6.
The Report of the Chairman of the Fletching Parish Council: Parish Councillor Nigel Alderton gave a detailed report upon the activities of the Parish Council during the past year, in particular, thanking County Councillor Tony Reid and District Councillors Roy Galley and Sylvia Martin for their regular attendance at meeting of the Parish Council. The Council met in full eleven times during the year and normally, subject to applications made, the Planning Committee met fortnightly to consider the Parish response to submitted planning applications.

He made reference to the Council’s Emergency Plan and the purchase of thirty sandbags for use by residents in an emergency; there had been continual dialogue with the County Council relative to highway matters that affected the parish and agreed a package of measures for the High Street which when implemented should help with problems of school safety outside the village school and at the junction with Mill Lane and the High Street. Also, the Council has addressed the parking problems associated with the village but is conscious that a solution is some sway off.
The provision of affordable housing is continually under review. The Parish Council has made arrangements with a local taxi firm, at very reasonable cost, to provide a similar timetabled service as was provided under a grant scheme which has ended. The Parish Council is represented on the School Board of Governors, the Recreation Ground and Village Hall Committees where it continues to represent and put forward the community’s best interests.

In conclusion the Chairman thanked his fellow Councillors and the Clerk for the work they have undertaken on behalf of local Electors.

7.
Report of the Parish Council’s appointed Governor to Fletching School: Parish Councillor Nigel Alderton reported that the Governors had met on six occasions to discharge their responsibilities with regard to all matters concerning the governance of the school.  He explained that he was one of two appointed Community Governors and that the Board comprised parents, teachers and others like himself, who, although being slightly detached from the immediate school family, can, he hoped, bring valuable experience to the role, represent the wider community and benefit the life of the school.

The Head Teacher has encouraged a school which has achieved excellent results in the various statutory tests and provides a wide learning environment with the assistance of a strong team.  The school enjoys an excellent relationship with the National Trust at Sheffield Park to the obvious benefit of the children.

In conclusion he referred to the completion during the year of works to create a new library and class room within the existing roof space, the second phase being due to commence at the beginning of the summer holiday. Finally, he drew attention top the forthcoming Fletching Garden Trail which in the past has raised significant sums for the school fund.
8.
Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council’s Planning Committee: Parish Councillors Celiac Everard reported that the committee had scrutinised forty two applications during the year which had necessitated fifteen planning meetings.

Meetings are held in the village hall and agendas are published at least three days before each meeting. All new application sites are visited by representatives of the Parish Council and objective decisions reached by reference to the Wealden District Council’s planning policy guidelines.

The Parish Council dealt with forty two applications last year as opposed to seventy four the previous year.  Of the applications considered, the Parish Council supported thirty, Wealden approved twenty eight, eight were refused, three were withdrawn and three had yet to be decided.
9.
Report of the Parish Council’s appointed Trustee to the Leche’s and Smith Charity: Parish Councillor Barry Dickens reported that the Trust Fund distributes annually to a number of villages in Kent and Sussex and that Fletching, including Danehill`, was one of the highest recipients.

The Trust provided winter electricity vouchers totalling £3450 to eighteen residential homes in Fletching and five in Danehill.  Assistance was also given to fund three children from Danehill School to go on a day trip and computers and sundry items for teenagers going on to further education.

The Charity has six Trustees; four from Fletching – The Reverend Heather Howell (ex-officio), Bernard Trew and himself and Mary Lynch (co-opted); and two members from Danehill; all dealings of the Charity were totally confidential
10.
Reception and Adoption of the Audited Accounts of the Fletching Parish Council: Having been previously approved by the Fletching Parish Council, the audited accounts were published, as required by statute, on the Parish Notice Board; adoption at the Annual Parish Meeting was a formality; there were not queries.
11.
Attendance Records of Parish Councillors: The attendance record of members of the Parish Council was read by the Clerk:
Councillor Alderton 19/25 – Lady Collum 19/25 – B. Croft 24/25 – B. Dickens 21/25 – C. Everard 25/25 – S. Martin 15/25 – S. Medway 21/25 – P. Roundell 13/20 – G. Tapp 18/25 and T. Close-Smith 1/1
12.
Report of County Councillor Tony Reid: Councillor Reid was pleased to report that the County Council had been awarded the highest marks by the Audit Commission, an excellent achievement which had taken eight years to achieve. Adult social care, childrens’ services and highways took half of the County Budget; the county highways were in a poor condition. 9% of the budget was spent on waste disposal and 9% on roads.

The waste disposal site at Maresfield was complete and was due to open in September when the new round-a-about was finished. The facility would be used by Wealden District Council and by private citizens

For the future, the bulk of the County Budget was to be spent on vulnerable people and there would be more for highways. The County Council was keen to encourage communities to accept empowerment; Fletching had an effective Parish Council; improvements to the A272 had been achieved by its input and persistence.  The new taxi bus service to Uckfield was welcome and progressive.

In future years the County Council would promote community transport, continue its Village Maintenance Team project and encourage local communities to provide facilities for young people.
· Report of District Councillor Sylvia Martin: District Councillor Martin reported upon the statistics of the Wealden District viz:
· Area 323 square miles (largest district in East Sussex) and is predominately rural.

· Population is likely to increase by 21,800 by 2020

· One of the largest minority groups within the district is made up of settled gypsies and travellers.

· 83.3% of housing is owner occupied – 5.6% privately rented – 7.8% is social

· Wealden is the least deprived district in the County – 11.3% on low incomes

· Community safety record is good – one of the lowest crime rates which fell by 11% in 2007/2008

Those present were urged to petition Downing Street concerning the proposal to provide a further 11,000 houses in the Wealden District.

13.
Public Question Time: A variety of questions were raised by those present concerning housing, the cost of the removal of rubbish dumped at the roadside, over signage on the A.272, parking adjacent to the village school, speed limits, the poor state of roads and the encroachment of gardens onto common land.  All questions were responded to.
14.
Guest Speaker – the Chairman was pleased to introduce Commander Mark Rist of the East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service who was to talk about the work of the Service:
Commander Rist gave a detailed talk about the structure and activities of the East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service of which he was the Commander of the Wealden Division.

He explained that the Wealden area was structured around the six boroughs in which there were nine fire stations; there were occasions when operations required cross boundary co-operation. All training for East and West Sussex took place at the Maresfield establishment where much training was carried out. ‘Firemen’ were now involved in the prevention of accidents on the roads and in the home, crime and disorder (arson) and operations were particularly successful in Wealden.  The Service worked closely with the Police and the Ambulance Service and was engaged with many partnerships within the county.

There were three station managers in the District; road safety for children and road safety in villages were of importance to the Service and station managers were available to advise. The service worked closely with PCSOs particularly on matters related to safer driving; safety advisers were available.
There had been much investment in new equipment and resources; there were appliances that carried foam instead of water, the obvious advantage being that no water was required (no run off), fewer vehicles were required and the application was less intrusive.  A new water carrier had been obtained which could deliver the same volume as seven ‘older appliances’ which was ideal for dealing with forest fires; the Service obviously worked closed with the Ashdown Forest Rangers. There had been as reduction of ‘traditional forest fires’. There were health and safety issues which precluded the involvement of the public in assisting at fires etc.

The Service had two priorities which were to attempt to reduce the number of serious accidents on the road and the setting up of courses, particularly for young teenagers of pre-driving age, to create awareness of road safety measures. It was hoped that advances driving training might also be available.
In conclusion, Commander Rist, drew attention to the provision of free smoke alarms for the home (supplied and fitted) and free home safety visits to ensure that all precautions were taken by householders to prevent fires in their homes.  A number of leaflets were available.

Commander Rist thanked those present for ‘listening’ and answered questions put to him.

15. Close of Meeting:  There being no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9.36 pm
.
