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Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council to be held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 3rd October 2011 at 7.30 pm
1838.
 Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, E. Hooper, I. Setford and S. Walker 
1839.
Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D. Lingham and P. Roundell
1840.
Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meeting held on the 5th September 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
1841.

Declarations of Interest: There were none declared.
1842.
Questions from Electors: There were none present.
County and District Councillors Reports
1843.
County Councillor A. Reid reported that the East Sussex, South Downs and Brighton & Hove Waste and Minerals Plan was be published at 5.00 pm and would be considered for approval by the County Council on the 14th November; he was pleased to say that there would be no land raise sites in East Sussex. He also reported further works on the A272 (Batts Bridge Section) were being undertaken to improve highway drainage prior to the onset of winter.
1844.
District Councillor R. Galley gave an update on proposals to integrate waste collection services with the Eastbourne, Rother and Hasting authorities to attempt a saving of £500k per annum; however, he confirmed that there would be no reduction in the service currently provided throughout Wealden. He also made reference to the various aspects of the proposed Localism Bill, in particular, the number of houses to be provided within the district. There was to be an exploratory meeting with the local inspector designed to investigate various aspects of the Wealden proposals prior to the formal inspection. There were concerns that government proposals would give a presumption of sustained development (to speed up the planning process) and whilst AONBs would be protected, other ‘green belt’ areas would not; much to consider. Fourteen sites had been identified for additional housing; the EEC will require an environmental study prior to the abolition of Regional Spatial Strategies – much more to consider.
1845.
Local Policing: Following the retirement of the local PCSO the Clerk 
reported some difficulty in making contact with his replacement; he would endeavour to rectify this. 
1846. Fletching 
Common: The Clerk was authorised to pay Land Registry fees up to £25 to determine the ownership of Fletching Common.
1847.
Highways/SLR: The following agenda was confirmed for the 7th October SLR meeting
· To 
Determine the standard required width of footpaths with particular 
reference wheelchairs, prams and pushchairs

· The provision of a ‘traffic island’ fronting the Griffin Inn

· The re-surfacing of Cherry Cottages which is severely potholed

· The provision of cul-de-sac signs and junction marking to prevent parking on the junction of Cherry Cottages with the High Street (residents had requested yellow lines at both corners and in front of the village hall)

· Enquire of the cost of constructing a lay-by at the verge fronting the recreation ground with a possible view of making annual provision to cover the cost

· Drain fronting the Rose & Crown PH






Burial Ground



1848.
Regulations: A copy of the proposed amendment to Regulation No. 68 to clarify the present situation and to be in line with the regulations governing the churchyard had been circulated. It was agreed that a decision be deferred until the November meeting of the Council to give time for the Council to meet on site in advance of that meeting.
1849.
Memorials: Applications for new headstones in respect of the late 
Harry Cecil Grover and John Edward Laxton were approved.

1850.
Badgers:  There was some evidence of badger movement in the burial ground; photos had been taken and would be forwarded to the contractor responsible for the previous works.
1851.
Grass Cutting Contract: Details of the specification and form of tender had been circulated and were approved subject to the amendment of the specification to require the cutting of grass only and not its removal after cutting.

It was agreed that the invitation to tender be publicised on the Council’s notice board, the website and in the parish magazine. 
1852.
Stile in Recreation Ground: It was reported that the stile had been repaired but not by the County Council.
1853.
Transport and Highways: The Chairman reported that details of the overgrowth in Bell Lane had been forwarded to the Highways Authority for action.
1854.
Conference Reports: The Chairman gave a comprehensive PowerPoint presentation covering the ESCC Annual Parish/Town meeting and the Wealden Conference / Localism Bill, details of which are attached to these minutes as an appendix.
The Chairman also emphasised the services provided by the County Council and detailed aspects which the Parish Council might wish to be involved with.

The thought provoking provisions of the proposed Localism Bill would have to be looked at very carefully particularly with regard to Neighbourhood Plans and Community Action Plans, the latter being non statutory.
Administration

1855. The Receipts and Payments Accounts and Reconciliation hade been 
circulated and were received. 

1856.
 Authorisation of Payments: Payment of the following accounts was 
approved:
· R & R Taxis – September account


                                       £40.32

· Wealden DC - conference fee                                            £150.00

· The Clerk – October salary net



                                          £329.60

· The Clerk - September expenses                                         £50.30

· David Croft – September account                                      £699.00


1857. Investment: The Clerk reported that both the Wealden District Council and the Sussex Association 
of Local Councils had declined to advise on matters relating to 
investment and that ING would only handle private investors; he would make further enquiries.
1858.
Correspondence
· Wealden D.C. – Wealden Blanket Testing and information events: 
1859.
General Information: the following information was made available to 
members:
· CPRE – How to respond to Planning applications booklet
· ‘Applause’ – rural theatre touring diary

· SALC – Annual Report and Accounts
1860.
Date time of the next meeting – Monday 7th November 2011  
1861.
Close of Meeting: there being no further business to discuss the 
Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15 pm  
