                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 5th September 2011 at 7.30 pm.
1791. 
Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), P. Roundell (Vice Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, I. Setford and S. Walker.
County Councillor A. Reid and District Councillor R. Galley were in attendance until 9.00 pm
1792.

 Apologies: An apology for absence were received from Councillor E. Hooper and also PCSO J. Pilston,

1793.
 Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th July 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
1794.
 Declarations of Interest: Councillor B. Croft declared a personal interest in Minute.180 and took no part in the discussion.
1795.
 Questions from Electors: There were none present
1796.  County Councillor A. Reid reported that maintenance of highways would continue within available funds and that the County Council had been awarded £10.5m to improve broadband facilities within the county; this funding could be matched by funds from the Council and with expected other contributions it was reasonable to expect that £50m would ultimately be available. In line with the forthcoming Localism Bill, the County Council would make available the sale of surplus land to parish and town councils in the first instance.
1797.
 District Council R. Galley also referred to the Localism Bill reporting that it was in its final stages and expected to become law in November. The bill would include a ‘right to buy’ element referred to by Councillor Reid; this would require the County and District Councils to offer surplus land to parish and town councils on a first refusal basis.  Also, parish and town councils would have an opportunity to prepare their own neighbourhood plans; there could be local referendums to determine local planning issues and the government is to consult to produce a national planning document of 52 pages instead of the present 1300 which, in his view, would be open to varied interpretation and a presumption in favour of sustainable development; however, once a Local Plan for the district and parishes was in place, that presumption would not apply. It was important, he said, for parish councils to be represented at the forthcoming District/Parish Conference being held on the 28th September when these important issues would be debated.
1798.
 Local Policing: The Chairman reported that PCSO Jim Pilston was to leave the Police Service and that PC Michaela Pearce would represent the police at meetings of the Council when available.
1799.
 Legal ownership of Fletching Common: The Chairman reported that the Clerk had written to the County Council to determine the legal ownership of Fletching Common; in his reply dated 17th August the County’s Legal Assistant advised that no-one is recorded on the land ownership section of the Commons Register for the Common and suggested that enquiries be made of the Land Registry; the Clerk has this in hand. It was agreed that a discussion would take place at the October meeting of the Council to determine the future policy relating to commons within the parish.
Highways/SLR 
1800.
 Parish Parking Meeting: Arising from the meeting it was agreed that the following points be raised with the Highway Authority at the next SLR meeting in October:
· Determine the standard required width of footpaths with particular reference to wheelchairs, prams and pushchairs

· The provision of a ‘traffic island’ fronting the Griffin Inn
· The re-surfacing of Cherry Cottages which is severely potholed

· The provision of cul-de-sac signs and junction marking to prevent parking on the junction of Cherry Cottages with the High Street (residents had requested yellow lines at both corners and in front of the village hall)

· Enquire of the cost of constructing a lay-by at the verge fronting the recreation ground with a possible view of making annual provision to cover the cost

The Clerk would write to the thirty-two residents of Cherry Cottages who had written to the Council, to inform them of what the Council intended to do to try and alleviate their particular parking problem.

1801.  Additional Village Centre Car Parking: The Vice Chairman undertook to make informal enquires in this regard.

1802. Drain fronting the Rose & Crown - The Clerk reported that he had   
contacted the Highway Authority concerning the breaking up of               the cement fillet which formed part of the renewed drain; he had been advised that a more robust specification would be provided.
1803.
 Bell Lane – debris/camber and other issues – A letter dated 19th 
August from a local resident had been circulated concerning a perceived dangerous situation at Bell Lane. Members were aware of the problem which, in the main, was caused by overgrown hedges and it was agreed that the Clerk would endeavour to locate the land owners and requested that arrangements be made for the cutting back of the offending overgrowth.
Burial Ground 



1804.
 Removal of 
synthetics flowers: The Clerk reported that there had been complaints concerning the removal of synthetic flowers from the burial ground by the council’s contractor. He reported that the contractor had and was acting under his direction in accordance with the current regulations approved by the Council and that the subject had been raised at the June 2010 meeting per Minute 1228. He added that he had placed an appropriate notice in the notice board at the burial ground in August 2010 clearly setting out the action to be taken for the removal of synthetic flowers and other materials and there had also been a notice to that effect in the parish magazine. Also, the regulations were published on the Council’s website thus all that could be done to publicise the regulations has been done; the regulations relating to the Church Cemetery were similar to those of the burial ground.

It was suggested that the regulations referred only to synthetic flowers etc placed on ‘graves’ and that synthetic flowers placed in containers built into headstones did not fall into that category.
It was agreed that members would inspect the burial ground and the matter be referred to the next meeting of the Council when the regulations would be reviewed.

1805.
 Vehicular access: – The Clerk reported that there had been problems concerning vehicular access to the burial ground. This could be easily resolved by re-hanging the gate so that it opened inwards which would involve the removal of a tree sump and the re-location of the gate stop. It was agreed that a quotation be obtained for the work as described.
1806.
 Completion of badger works: The Chairman reported that the works had now been completed and that to date there had been no evidence of further incursion by badgers. During the works the churchyard wall was under-filled to block the badger run and it was agreed that Councillor PR would check the extent of the council’s insurance cover to determine the position should there be any future damage to the wall arising from the works.
1807.
 Application for memorial: An application for a headstone to the memory of the late Patricia Elizabeth Goldsmith – grave number 93/1024 was approved.
1808. Tree Safety at the Recreation Ground: It was reported that the Recreation Ground Committee had received an assurance from Mr Jesson that there was no danger from any trees at present but he would make a further inspection and make a photographic record of all the trees when they next came into leaf. The information was received.
1809.  Stile in Recreation Ground: The Clerk had reported the damaged stile and had received acknowledgement per Reference FR33195 – progress could be checked by using this number on the ESCC Complaints website.
1810.
 ESCC - Annual Parish/Town meeting: The 2011 meeting was to be held at the Weald Hall, Uckfield Civic Centre on Friday 16th September from 9.30 am; the Council would be represented by the Chairman and the Clerk.
1811. Wealden Parish Conference and the Localism Bill: It was confirmed that the conference would take place on Wednesday 28th September at the East Sussex National Golf Centre from 930 am and that the Clerk together with two members were eligible to attend; the cost would be £50 per head. After some debate which queried the cost and venue it was resolved by 4 votes for and 2 against with 2 abstentions that the Chairman, together with the Chairman of Planning and the Clerk would represent the Council. Councillors Dickens and Lingham requested that their names be recorded as having vote against.
It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Chief Executive of the Wealden District Council to query the need to hold the conference at such an expensive location which was detrimental to the smaller parishes having low precepts.

Tree Safety - Cllrs Collum, Dickens and Lingham
1812.
 Receipts and Payments: The Receipts and Payments Accounts    
  together with the bank reconciliation had been circulated and were approved.
1813. Authorisation of payments: The following accounts were approved for payment:



CPRE – subscription


                                     £29.00

Mazars – audit fee                                      £165.00

R & R Taxis – August a/c

                              £29.28

The Clerk – Expenses July and August        £116.36

The Clerk – net salary September               £329.60

David Croft – July and August a/c               £991.00

Inland Revenue – PAYE July/Aug/Sept         £247.20      £1907.44
1814.
 Authorisation of signature of documents: It was resolved that the following Grants of Exclusive Right of Burial be signed in respect of:
Mrs F Flower -   11/22

Mr R.T. Marks – 11/23

1815.
 Annual Audit: The Clerk was pleased to report the satisfactory conclusion of the 2009/2010 Annual Audit and confirmed that the statutory notice had been published on the Council’s notice board.

1816.
 Investment: The Clerk reported that he had written to the Chief Finance Officer at Wealden DC on the 15th August to seek advice concerning investment and that to date he had not received a reply; he would pursue the matter,.
Correspondence
1817.
 Lewes District Council – Statement of Community Involvement: A revised Statement of Community Involvement had been adopted by the Lewes District Council and the South Downs National Park Authority; the document and adoption statement can be found on the Council’s website www.lewes.gov.uk/planning/sci.asp -  the information was received.
1818.
 East Sussex Fire Service:  An invitation to attend a forum on the 12th September at the East Sussex Fire and Service Training Centre, Maresfield to discuss the merger of the East and West Sussex Fire Authorities was received.
1819.
 Wealden DC: A letter dated 26th July advising that the E-Consultation process would commence on the 30th August was received.
1820.
 Royal Horticultural Society: – Details of the RHS Britain in Bloom environmental campaign were received.
1821.
 Action in rural Sussex: Notice of the AGM to be held at the Norfolk Pavilion, South of England Showground, Ardingly, on Friday 4th November was received.
1822.
 ‘The Big Lunch’:  Details of the proposed events planned to celebrate HM Diamond Jubilee had been circulated by the Chairman of the Horam Parish Council, who is also a Deputy Lieutenant of East Sussex, seeking support to an initiative by the Lord Lieutenant of the County. Kit was agreed that it would be useful to try and arrange a Diamond Jubilee Committee for the parish and to this end local organisations and individuals would be invited to attend an inaugural meeting during mid October at the Village Hall; the Clerk would arrange a date. The Chairman would publicise the meting via the Parish Magazine and the website.
1823.
 General Information: The following information was received:-
· List of buildings of local importance – our submission has been acknowledged.
· Training & Events Guide

· CPRE Magazine ‘Fieldwork’

· Residents’ newsletter – English Rural Housing Association

· CPRE Magazine – ‘Country Voice’

· Bus time tables – Heathfield & Uckfield areas
1824. South Downs National Park: An invitation to attend workshops to shape the future of the SDNP on the 16the September and 4th November at Lewes and 11th October at Eastbourne were received.
1825. 
Date time of the next meeting – Monday 3rd October 2011 at 7.30 pm  
1826.
 Close of Meeting:  There being no further business to discuss the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30 pm
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