FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 4th July 2011 at 7.00 pm
1678.
Present: Councillors C. Everard (Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Croft, B. Dickens, D. Lingham, I. Setford and S. Walker.

District Councillor R. Galley was in attendance as was Mr N. Alderton for part of the meeting.
1679.
Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors E. Hooper and P. Roundell.
1680.
Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meting held on the 20th June 2011 were confirmed as amended and signed by the Chairman. Councillor I. Setford had asked that his named be recorded as having ‘no opinion’ when the vote was taken on Minute 1674 (WD/2011/0890/FA – the Peacock Inn).
1681.
Declarations of Interest: Declarations of Interest were recorded as follows:
Councillors Lady Collum, D. Lingham and S. Walker – application WD/2011/1284/F Netherhall Farm – Minute 1684
Councillors Lady Collum, D. Lingham and I. Setford – application number WD/2011/1239/F and 1240/LB – Minute1685

No dispensations having been sought the declaring members did not vote.
1682.
Questions from the Public: there were none.
1683. WD/2011/1287/LB – Netherhall Farm, Fletching, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3QA: Dismantle existing fire damaged barn for Mr John Randle, Church Farm, Fletching, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3SP

It was established that the application conformed to Policy BE6 Wealden Non Statutory Plan and met the aims of PPS5 and HE10

By six votes for to one against it was resolved to recommend that the application be supported.

Councillor I. Setford asked that his name be recorded as having voted against the proposal

1684.
WD/2011/1284/F – Netherhall Farm, Fletching, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3QA: Re-build dismantled barn and conversion to dwelling (demolish existing farm buildings) for Randle Farms, Church Farm, Fletching, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 3SP

It was considered that the application conformed to Policy EN27 of the Wealden Local Plan and BE6 and DC8 of the Wealden Non Statutory Local Plan

Four members were eligible to vote; there were two votes for the proposal, one vote against and one abstention.

It was therefore resolved that the application be supported.

Councillor I. Setford requested that his name be recorded as having voted against the proposal

1685.
WD/2011/1239/F & 1240/LB – National Trust, Oak Hall, Sheffield Park, Nr Uckfield TN22 3QY: Refurbishment of restaurant and servery including new openings for doors and hatch, extractor vent to roof, grease trap for kitchen and replacement of flat roof covering over restaurant, ventilation equipment for kitchen and new extractor vent, for the National Trust.

Whilst the application was sympathetically received and agreed with in principle, there were concerns with some external aspects of the proposal viz:
The prominence of the chillers and the air vents (louvers).

The chillers were considered to be too large and out of character with the building and would be better located on the roof; the air vents were considered to be unsightly and also out of character with the building.

Perhaps not relative to the application, it was noted that the ‘foul drainage’ system was piped across private land and that in the past, problems with the drain had given rise to extremely expensive repairs bills to the Freeholder of the land.

The internal refurbishment proposals were considered wholly acceptable but concerns with the uncharacteristic external elements of the application gave rise to concern, thus it was resolved that the application in its submitted form could not be supported.
1686.
Close of Meeting: There being no further business to discuss the chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.59 pm
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