                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 4th July 2011 at 8.00 pm
1687.
 Present:
 Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, D. Lingham, I. Setford and S. Walker.
District Councillor R. Galley was in attendance until 8.47 pm
1688.
 Apologies: 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors E. Hooper and P. Roundell.

Apologies were also received from County Councillor A. Reid and PCSO . Pilston.
1689.
 Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meeting held on the 20th June 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
1690.
 

Declarations of Interest: There were none declared.
1691. 
Questions from Electors: There were none present.
1692.
 Wealden District council: District Councillor Roy Galley reported upon the activities of the District Council including an update on the progress of the Core Strategy consultation where there had been many questions from prospective developers’ vis-à-vis the number of houses to be build with the plan period.  The report is all but completed and it is likely that the District Council will recommend to the Inspector that the level of proposed housing remain unchanged. He confirmed that approximately 1000 homes had been built in the district during the last year of which some 300 were affordable. In conclusion he said that Wealden was looking at its medium term finance strategy and that it was hoped to save some £500k by integrating its waste services with the Rother and Eastbourne authorities. 
1693. Public Safety: Due to the absence of the local PCSO there was no information available regarding a ‘street meet’ for Fletching, however the Chairman hoped for a good turnout for the forthcoming ‘Parking Meeting’ on 25th July and asked members to provide photos of  highway congestion other than in the village centre.
1694. Fletching Common: There had been no review of the Commons Strategy document as yet and the Clerk confirmed that the document to be reviewed was part of the new ‘Members Information’ booklet issued in May. He would investigate the legal title of the common.
1695. Highways/SLR: The Clerk reported that he had contacted the Highway Authority concerning the broken drain cover fronting the Rose & 
Crown and whilst it had been marked by bollards, to date the work had not been carried out; he would vigorously pursue the matter.
1696. Burial Ground
The Clerk reported that he had ordered a new label for the commercial waste bin which would be forwarded to him direct.
He also reported that he had contacted the contractor due to undertake the works to remove the badgers from the burial ground; the response, which gave reasons for there not being a reduction in the price, had been circulated to all members.
It was resolved that the contractor be required to present itemised invoices and that any work additional to the contract price would require the authority of the council prior to commencement.
It was agreed that Councillor Dickens would obtain quotations for the removal of one ‘ornamental’ tree which had become overgrown and that he would advise an owner of one of the graves that the placement of stones around the space was not permitted by the current regulations.

The Clerk would arrange for the purchase of more ‘dogs on lead’ notices to draw attention to the regulations governing the walking of dogs within the burial ground.
1697. Tree Safety
The Clerk reported that he had made contact with the District Council’s Arboriculturist who had confirmed that Wealden’s policy did not allow for him to visit/inspect parish council owned or managed trees.

As previously reported, the condition three trees in the Fletching Recreation Ground gave cause for concern and it was noted that at least one of them required removal; the other two could probably be left for a time.  Noting that it was the responsibility of the Recreation Ground Committee to deal with the trees, the Clerk was asked to write appropriately to the Chairman.
It was reported that the stile at the corner of the recreation ground was missing a step; the Clerk would refer this to the appropriate department at the County Council

1698. Footpaths:  The Chairman reported that the new Online Rights of Way Map for East Sussex had been circulated to all members and published on the Council’s website.
A ‘Survey Questionnaire’ had been sent for completion; Councillor Everard undertook the task.
1699. Transport: The annual meeting organised by the ESCC for parish and town councils would be held on the 16th September 2011 at the 
Uckfield Civic Centre; it would be an all day event. It was agreed that the Council’s two representatives would be the Chairman and Councillor Lingham – the Clerk would be the substitute.

1701. Authorisation of payments: Payment of he following accounts was authorised:

Fletching PCC


                     Approved Grant



                            £565.00

John Roberts


                       Internal Audit Fee                         £107.50

R & R Taxis                         June account                                   £40.32

Norris & Fisher                    Insurance premium                     £1037.00

The Clerk


                            June salary net          329.60

                                           June expenses            90.96          £420.56

SLCC                                   Annual Subscription                        £95.00

David Croft                          June account                                 £607.00

1702. Insurance: The Clerk reported that Councillor Roundell had successfully negotiated a new policy for the Council to include cover for the Fletching Recreation Ground committee thereby effecting a saving in excess of £300.00; the Council would no longer have to consider an annual grant to the committee to enable it to cover its insurance costs

1703. CPRE Sussex: An invitation to attend the AGM of the CPRE, of which the Council is a member, to be held at the High Hurstwood Village Hall on 12th July at 1030 am was received.

1704. ESCC: An application pack for the ‘Big Tree Plant’ has been received; this is a funding scheme which encourages and supports community groups to plant trees in their local areas. Details were passed to Councillor Lady Collum, the Parish Tree Warden

1705. Letter dated 27th June from the Head of Planning and Building Control, Wealden District Council re. List of Buildings & Structures of Local Importance; now is the time to prepare and send draft lists of such buildings. The Council had previously mentioned the Pump House, the post box at Splaynes Green and the ‘Mile’ Post’ at Sheffield Park; these structures would be confirmed.

1706.

     

General Information: The following information was made available to members:

· Water Resources update (South East Water)

· Digitaluk: the digital switchover
1707. Mill Lane/Church Road Finger Post: Councillor Walker undertook to investigate and report upon its condition.
1708.     
Date time of the next meeting – Monday 5th September 2011- should it be necessary, there may be an additional meeting in August following the outcome of the parking meeting being held on the 25th July.
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