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Issue 9  16 June 2011

Wealden Cabinet News  8 June 2011

SEVENTY FOUR PERCENT of Wealden District Council's performance targets for the 2010/11 year have been achieved, a further 16% are close to target  and just 10% are below target. Successes include 1,395 new homes built (against a target of 1,049), and 380 affordable homes against a target of 224. A significant number of Wealden residents have been helped to claim benefits to which they are entitled, resulting in an extra £786,121 of benefit income coming to the community in the course of  a year.

For more information contact David Palmer, Head of Policy & Review 

tel: 01323 443229 or email: david.palmer@wealden.gov.uk
THE TRANSFORMATION PROGRAMME has taken a big step forward with a series of office moves to allow the existing Vicarage Lane building at Hailsham to be improved to create a single site headquarters which will save over £350,000 a year in future running costs.

"This is 3.5 per cent of  our Council Tax bill," said Leader Cllr Bob Standley. "The move will help make us stronger and leaner."  The Council has also begun the introduction of a Customer Contact Centre, staffed by Wealden employees, to increase the number of customer enquiries that can be resolved straightaway.  To help reduce waiting times that had initially occurred, the introductory message has been reduced and a switchboard procedure introduced at times of very high demand.  Average waiting time has now been reduced to 16 seconds.  The Council's Transformation Programme has already reduced the Council's annual budget by £1.5 million and  this will increase to £2.9 million by the end of 2012/13 with further savings after that.

 For more information contact Nigel Hannam, Corporate Services Director

tel: 01323 443230 or email: nigel.hannam@wealden.gov.uk

CABINET APPROVED THE creation of a Joint Waste Committee, involving Wealden, Eastbourne Hastings, Rother and East Sussex County Council. They will now work towards setting up a joint waste collection service in the county. 
Wealden's waste and recycling service costs £7 million a year. Combining district services to create a joint collection service is expected to lead to annual savings of £500,000 for Wealden alone. The administrating authority for the Joint Waste Committee will be Rother District Council.

For more information contact Mike Pashler, Head of Waste & Commercial Services

tel: 01323 443420 or email: mike.pashler@wealden.gov.uk

IN RESPONSE TO a change in Government policy on providing financial assistance to help private home owners repair and carry out improvements to their property, Cabinet has approved a new Private Sector Housing Financial Assistance Policy. Disabled Facilities Grants will remain mandatory, and Disabled Persons Relocation Grants will be discretionary.  Assistance of up to £1000 will be available to households on benefits to carry out emergency minor works.  Other forms of assistance will be through loans: Decent Home Loan, Landlord Decent Home Loan, Empty Property Loan, Eco Loan and Disabled Adaptation Loan. The terms of the loans can vary to reflect the applicant's circumstances. The Council budget for Disabled Facilities Grant has remained unchanged at £620,000.  Demand exceeds budget and a waiting list operates based on needs. The Budget for Housing Renewal has been reduced from £250,000 to £50,000 in line with the new funding provisions.

For more information contact Amanda Hodge, Head of Housing Services

tel: 01323 443364 or email: amanda.hodge@wealden.gov.uk
[image: image2.jpg]Produced by the Policy & Review Service,
Wealden District Council, Hailsham, BN27 2AX




Full Council  25 May

Councillor Bob Standley was re-elected unopposed Leader of Wealden District Council. Under the Council's revised constitution, Cllr Standley will hold the position of Leader for the next four years. The number of Councillors in the Cabinet, which takes the lead on policy decisions made by the Council, has been reduced from seven to six. The Cabinet consists of the following Conservative councillors 
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After completing her two-year term as Chairman, Councillor Sylvia Martin has stood down from the Council and has been replaced as  Chairman by Cllr Jonica Fox. The new Vice Chairman is Cllr Brian Redman.  Other officeholders include:
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Further information about local district councillors following the May election can be found on the Wealden website  http://council.wealden.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
.



For more information contact Trevor Scott, Head of Democratic & Legal Services 

tel: 01892 602524 or email: trevor.scott@wealden.gov.uk.
Wealden District Council office relocation
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Wealden District Council is operating a customer centre at Prospects House, 7-9 George Street, Hailsham, until the Vicarage Lane offices reopen in the summer of 2012. Visitors may prefer to contact the Council first by phoning  01323 443322 to arrange an appointment or visit our website  www.wealden.gov.uk  which can be used for a wide range of transactions. Other Vicarage Lane staff have been temporarily relocated either at our existing offices in Pine Grove, Crowbrorough, in rented accommodation in Eastbourne or become home workers. 

For more information contact Mike Fleming, Director of Development Services

tel: 01323 443170 or email: mike.fleming@wealden.gov.uk
Planning News 

The High Court has rejected a challenge to Wealden District Council's proposal to limit housing growth to 400 homes a year. In April, Justice Sir Michael Harrison threw out a request by Pelham Homes for a Judicial Review to try to force the Council to adopt a higher housing target. An earlier centrally-imposed regional strategy had called for 11,000 homes to be built by 2026.

The developer had claimed Wealden District Council had wrongly set its own targets after the Secretary of State announced the scrapping of regional housing targets in July 2010.

Mr Justice Harrison ruled that this attempt to challenge Wealden District Council's Core Strategy in the High Court was premature, as the developer was able to make representation to the Independent Examination of the Core Strategy which will take place later this year. The Core Strategy sets out guidelines for future development in the District.

For more information contact Trevor Scott, Head of Democratic & Legal Services 

tel: 01892 602524 or email: trevor.scott@wealden.gov.uk.
Training for parish and town councillors

Two further evening training sessions are scheduled in June for new parish and town councillors and those who wish to be updated on the current council responsibilities and legislation.  They will be held at Uckfield Civic Centre  on Tuesday June 21 from 18.30 - 20.30, and  at  Committee Room One in Pine Grove, Crowborough, on Thursday June 30 from 18.30 - 20.30.  The sessions will cover Planning and Building Control, Environmental Health, Housing and Waste Management. 

For more information contact Kelvin Williams, Head of Planning & Building Control 

tel: 01892 602484 or email: kelvin.williams@wealden.gov.uk.

Promote your village or town
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The Council's Economic Development & Tourism Team is looking to refresh the content of its destination marketing website - www.enjoysussex.info - to include a searchable listing of principal  towns and villages. This is potentially a good opportunity for towns and villages to promote themselves to the wider Wealden community and visitors to the area.  The Council is looking for help from  parishes and towns to provide content. If you have not already done so please write paragraph of no longer than 250 words on your town/parish council area, and include a suitable digital image and send it by email to regeneration@wealden.gov.uk as soon as possible or by 31 July 2011 at the latest.  For some guidance, you may wish to look at some of the entries listed on the Horsham District Council website:  http://www.horsham.gov.uk/leisure/361.aspx
 

For more information contact Sandra Bultitude Economic Development and Tourism Assistant

 on 01892 602886 or email: sandra.bultitude@wealden.gov.uk.

Important changes to Sussex Homemove
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As part of the Council's drive to make cost savings and protect front line services, the decision has been taken to replace the printed Homemove magazine with personal property lists for vulnerable applicants. This will happen in the autumn 2011 and will save the Council approximately £15,000 per year. This decision means that the Homemove magazine will no longer be provided for customers to collect from the Council offices, libraries or community centres. 

The Council has found that 77% of applicants use the internet to bid and therefore do not need a printed magazine; 16% of applicants are assisted by staff to bid by either coming into Council offices or telephoning staff in order to bid.  The remaining 7% use coupons/text/telephone to place bids.   Customers identified as vulnerable, in high housing need and unable to use or access the internet, will be sent a personal property list free of charge to enable them to see the homes they may be eligible for.   The Homemove magazine will still be available to download from www.homemove.org.uk . Parish councils will be able to download and print the magazine for customers to view if required.  A printed copy of the magazine will be available to view only at the Council offices in Hailsham and Crowborough.
For more information  contact Gemma Forshaw, Housing Options and Strategy Manager on 

01323 443267 or email gemma.forshaw@wealden.gov.uk 
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 East Sussex Building Control Partnership

Wealden District Council has combined its building control services  with Eastbourne Borough Council to provide a streamlined service to local architects and builders. The East Sussex Building Control Partnership combines the expertise and resources of both councils to reduce overheads and provide customers with a good value, consistent approach to building control. Mark Gray becomes Building Control Manager of the East Sussex Building Control Partnership. Paul Dunstall becomes the Partnership Assistant Building Control Manager. The ESBCP is based in Wealden, initially at Wealden District Council's Crowborough offices before relocating to Hailsham in the summer of 2012.  

For more information contact Kelvin Williams, Head of Planning & Building Control 

tel: 01892 602484 or email: kelvin.williams@wealden.gov.uk.

Royal visit to Safety in Action 
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To celebrate 20 years of Safety in Action, the Duchess of Gloucester will be visiting this year's event which is being held from 20-24 June at  Herstmonceux Castle. Safety in Action will feature nearly 600 children from 24 local primary schools and provides a range of educational situations where children have to think for themselves about safety while being  supervised  by  the emergency services and other organisations.  Among the partners taking part are Sussex Police, South East Coast Ambulance, East Sussex Fire & Rescue, EDF Energy, Freedom Leisure and East Sussex Downs and Weald PCT. 

For more information contact Jeremy Leach, Public Health Manager, 

tel: 01323 443305 or email: jeremy.leach@wealden.gov.uk.

Armed Forces Day 2011

The Council will be commemorating Armed Force Day on June 25 by flying the Armed Forces Day Flag at the Council Offices, Pine Grove, Crowborough from 20  - 27 June. There will be a special flag raising ceremony at Pine Grove at 11am on 20 June.  Armed Forces Day events will also be taking place at Hailsham and Polegate.

For more information contact James Aldred, Policy Officer, 

tel: 01323 443184 or email: james.aldred@wealden.gov.uk.
Operation Galvanise

Working alongside the Neighbourhood Police, Wealden's Street Scene Enforcement Team carried out a series of vehicle checks across the District on 8 June to crack down on scrap metal thefts. It resulted in  five fixed penalty notices to the sum of £1500 being issued to vehicles which failed to produce a  Waste Carrier's  Licence. The Police are also investigating  a large quantity of metal cabling found at one of the destinations.

For more information contact Martin Ashdown, Cleaning Team Manager, 

tel: 01323 443619 or email: martin.ashdown@wealden.gov.uk.
CCllr Bob Standley- Leader; Finance and Policy;			Cllr Roy Galley - Planning and Development,


CCllr Claire Dowling - Corporate Services and Deputy Leader,	Cllr Graham Wells - Affordable Housing,


CCllr Pam Doodes - Commissioning and Assets,			Cllr Johanna Howell - Community  and Voluntary Sector.





Chairman of Planning Committee North - Cllr Ann Newton.


Chairman of Planning Committee South - Cllr Barby Dashwood-Morris.


Chairman of Licensing Committee - Cllr Susan Stedman.


Chairman of the Community and Environment Scrutiny Committee - Cllr Charles Peck.


Chairman of Internal Scrutiny Committee - Cllr Huw Merriman.








