                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 6th June 2011 at 7.30 pm
1633.

 Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), P. Roundell (Vice Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, E. Hooper, D. Lingham, I. Setford and S. Walker.
In attendance: District Councillor R. Galley and four members of the Danehill Parish Council who had come to observe the meeting.  All were welcomed by the Chairman.
1634.

 Apologies:  An apology for absence was received from Councillor C. Everard

1635.
 Declaration of the Acceptance of Office of the Chairman: Having been duly signed and witnessed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman was received.
1636.
 Declarations of the Acceptance of Office of Councillors: Having been duly signed and witnessed the Declarations of Acceptance of Office by Councillors P. Roundell and I. Setford were received.
1637.
 Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on the 9th May 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
1638.
Declarations of Interest: There were none declared.
1639.


Questions from Electors: There were none present.
Reports

1640. District Councillor Galley reported that Councillor Jonica Fox had been elected the new Chairman of the Wealden District Council at its annual meeting in May and that he retained the Planning and Development Portfolio.
The District council had programmed savings totalling £2.9m over the next four years but a further £1m had to be found. Wealden was to work with the Rother, Hasting and Lewes District Councils to share refuse collection services; it would be difficult and a joint committee had been set up to progress the proposal. He concluded his report saying the County Councillor Tony Reid had stepped down from the Deputy Leadership of the County Council and that Councillor Keith Glazier had been elected the new Leader.
1641. PCSO Jim Pilston who was accompanied by PC Pearce reported two minor incidents within the parish and was asked what could be done about fly tipping. Whilst the Police could respond more quickly to a reported offence, the Police would refer to the District Council which was the enforcement agency.  
Referring to a proposed ‘street meet’ for Fletching, he was of the opinion that a meeting targeted on parking within the village might be more appropriate at this time.  This was agreed and the Clerk was asked to make arrangements for the booking of the village hall on a Monday evening in July; upon confirmation the Chairman would arrange publicity via the Council’s website, the Parish Magazine the Council’s notice board and local businesses.
In conclusion he said that it would be beneficial to arrange two ‘street meets’ with the parish at a time to be determined; the meetings would be arranged by the Police.

PCSO Pilston and PC Pearce left the meeting at 7.55 pm
1642. Commons - Councillors Dickens, Linghjam and Setford
Some members were concerned about the Council’s policy to ‘manage Fletching Common’ and following debate is was agreed that the members having a responsibility for the commons viz Cllrs Dickens, Lingham and Setford would review the current Commons Strategy document and report back to the Council with any proposed changes, plus any recommended actions.
Proposals to hold a public meeting to consider the Council’s policy and possibly endeavour to form a volunteer group to undertake routine maintenance work were deferred pending further discussion arising from the review referred to above.
Having been previously circulated correspondence between the Clerk and Mr John Hooper of Hazells, Fletching Common was discussed and it was agreed that a further letter be sent to thank him for his comments and to advise him that further contact would be made following the review of the Council’s Commons Strategy Document by the new Council.
1643. Highways/SLR – Cllrs Croft and Lingham
The Chairman reported that she, together with Councillor Lingham and the Clerk had attended a routine meeting with County Council officers on the 20th May when matters of local concern were discussed.  The Minutes of the meeting would be circulated to all members when confirmed.
It was reported that the broken drain fronting the Rose & Crown had not been repaired despite at least three approaches having been made to the Highway Authority and that there was concern because the village Garden Trail was to take place on the 12th June an event that attracted large numbers of pedestrians.  The Clerk undertook to contact the Highway Authority as a matter of urgency.
Councillor Dickens reported that many of the village signs were overgrown and should be cleared. Councillor Lingham agreed to review and provide the Clerk with a list of signs requiring tidying. The Clerk would then appraise the village maintenance team
Burial Ground – Cllrs Dickens, Everard and Setford
1644. Badgers: Councillors Dickens and Everard together with the Clerk and Councillor Setford in attendance met with Peter Mortimer and Mary Hunter of Natural England to discuss the procedures for restricting the movement of badgers within the burial ground. Previously it had been determined that works would take place within the adjoining farm yard and in the burial ground itself. However, badger incursion into the burial ground was thought to be less severe and no setts therein. It was agreed that the original programme be amended and that appropriate netting be inserted below ground level adjacent to the dividing wall and steps taken to ensure that the animals be restricted to the setts area within the farm yard. The appointed contractor would provide a revised estimate for the works.
The Clerk reported that he had received a revised estimate which he had circulated to all members. Surprisingly there was no reduction in the cost on the basis that the extra work required in the burial ground roughly equated with the money saved on the farm side. The estimate did not take into account any unforeseen circumstances arising as work progressed e.g.

· If necessary liaising with police, licensing authority other third parties

· Underground obstructions not previously notified

· Delays due to inclement weather

· Repairs to gates and proofing and extra monitoring required as a result of failure of the installation due to circumstances beyond the control of the contractor

· Attendance on site for any reason not specified

· Extras for purchase and application of grass seed, turf and topsoil if required

The Clerk undertook to compare both specifications and it was agreed that should the revised estimate be accepted itemised bills would be required by the Council and no additional work to be undertaken unless authorised by the Council.

1645. 
Labelling of bins: Councillor Dickens reported that one ‘commercial’ label was required; the Clerk would arrange.
1646. Additional burial space: The Clerk reported that existing records indicate that approximately 174 grave spaces are available. During the period 2008 to date (June 2011) twenty new graves were purchased; this could indicate that the 174 spaces available could take up to 32 years to exhaust.
It was agreed that no further action be taken at this time.
1647.
Tree Safety – Councillors Collum, Dickens and Lingham
Consideration was given to the condition of the trees at the recreation ground which were giving cause for concern.  It was agreed that the Councillors responsible for the trees would arrange a site visit and report back to the Council.  

The Clerk would make enquiries of the Wealden District Council to determine if its arboriculturist would inspect the trees
It was reported that the chestnut tree at Splaynes Green was in need of some attention and it was agreed that arrangements be made with the Council’s contractor to remove the lower branches.

1648.
 Receipt and Payment accounts had been circulated and were received.
1649. 
Authorisation of payments – approval was given for the following payments to be made:
R & R Taxis – May account £40.32p

David Croft – Part May a/c


 £387.00p
The Clerk – June salary/accrued expenses 
£347.65p

1650.
 Authorisation of signature of documents: It was resolved that the following Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial be signed:
· Cert. 11/21 – 

Plot Number 1029 - Henry Cecil Grover decd

1651.
 Review of insurance arrangements: Councillor Roundell reported upon his research into the financial viability of combining the Parish Council’s insurance policy with the Recreation Ground Committee’s policy to achieve savings; hitherto the Council had given an annual grant to the committee to assist with the payment of its premium. Should a joint policy be agreed the annual saving to the Council would be in the order of £400.00p - It was confirmed that the policy would cover organised events held at the recreation ground.
Subject to the final approval of the Recreation Ground Committee Treasurer it was resolved that Councillor Roundell together with the Clerk be given authority to confirm a new policy the premium for which would be paid by the Council
1652.
 Review of Clerk’s salary/expenses: Details held in the Council’s confidential file had been circulated to all members and it 
was resolved that with effect from 1st April 2011 Scale SCP 19 plus itemised expenses would apply within the approved budget for 2011/2012 and that from 1st April 2012 prescribed annual increments and car allowances would apply plus itemised expenses relating to the work of the Council in accordance with National Awards for Local Councils approved by the National Association of Local Councils.
1653.
 E-Planning:  The Clerk reported that he together with Councillor Everard was to attend an instruction period at Pine Grove on the 16th June 2011 where the new e-planning system would be demonstrated and explained.  At that meeting the Council would be given its laptop, screen and projector.

The Clerk would obtain the cost of the equipment for insurance purposes.
1654.
Golf Club Lane Bus Stop: It was reported that the bus no longer stops at the top of Golf Club Lane.  Councillor Collum agreed to contact the concerned resident and advise them of the contact details for the Parish taxi service.

1655
.
 Date time of the next meeting: Monday 4th July 2011 – 730 pm at the Village Hall.
1656. 
Close of Meeting: There being no further business to discuss the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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