                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 16th May 2011 at 7.30 pm.
1607.
Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, E. Hooper, D. Lingham and S. Walker

1608.
Election of Chairman: Having been proposed and seconded Councillor Belinda Croft was re-elected unanimously Chairman of the Council for the ensuring year. The Chairman thanked the members for their support.
1609.
Election of Vice Chairman: Having been proposed and seconded Councillor Peter Roundell, in his absence, was re-elected unanimously Vice Chairman of the Council for the ensuing year.
1610.
Apologies for absence: Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P Roundell (in China), Councillor Elect Ian Setford (ill health) and District Councillor Roy Galley.
1611.
Reception of Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman: It was resolved that the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of the Chairman be referred to the 6th June meeting of the Council
1612.
Reception of Declarations of Acceptance of Office of elected members: The Declarations of Acceptance of Office in respect of Councillors B. Croft, Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, E. Hooper, D. Lingham, and S. Walker were received.
It was resolved that the declarations is respect of Councillors Elect P. Roundell and I Setford be referred to the 6th June meeting of the Council

1613.
Confirmation and signature of the Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th April 2011: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 4th April 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
1614.
Declarations of Interest: The Chairman declared her interest relative to grass cutting and associated works currently undertaken for the Council by her husband David Croft
1615.
Appointment of the Planning Committee: It was resolved that the membership of the Planning committee comprise all members of the Council.
1616.
Appointment of Member’s Responsibilities: The agreed appointments are set out in Appendix A to these Minutes.

1617.
Appointments to external bodies: It was resolved that the following appointments be confirmed:
· Fletching Recreation Ground Committee – Cllrs. E. Hooper and S. Walker
· Fletching village Hall Management Committee – Cllr P. Roundell
· Wealden District Association of Local Councils - Cllr P. Roundell

1618.
Review Council Documents: The Council’s deeds and documents were available for perusal.
1619.
Review insurance arrangements: The Chairman reported that Renewal papers have been received from the current insurers (Zurich) via Suffolk Acre – premium £404.98p - renewal date first June.  Currently the Council is re-assessing cover to possibly include the Recreation Ground Committee’s requirements in order to achieve maximum cover for the Parish Council and the Committee at lower cost.  Negotiations are underway and should be concluded upon the return of Cllr Roundell who has been researching the review.
1620.
Questions from Electors: There were none present.
1621.
SLR Meeting: The next scheduled meeting of the ESCC/SLR Group will take place at Stones, High Street on Friday 20th May from 1030 am.  The Council would be represented by Cllrs D. Lingham, S. Walker and the Clerk.  The Chairman would be in attendance.
1622.
Burial Ground:  Arrangements have been made for a meeting between Parish Council representatives, Peter Mortimer and Mary Hunter of Natural England at the Burial Ground on Wednesday 1st June to assess the situation vis-à-vis the badger problem; the time of the meeting was to be advised but would not take place before 1230 pm
The Council would be represented by Cllrs B. Dickens, C. Everard and the Clerk; Cllr D. Lingham was invited to be present. The Clerk would send a copy of the agreed specification for works to Cllr Lingham.
It was considered appropriate to investigate the future adequacy of the burial ground.
1623.
Annual audit: The chairman reported that the annual internal audit had been satisfactorily completed, the report of which was available for perusal. 
1624.
Receipts and Payments:  Details of receipts and payments made since the 1st April 2011 had been circulated and were received. Noting that the level of interest paid by Lloyds TSB was 0.5% it was agreed that the Clerk would contract ING Direct to obtain current investment rates for short term instant access accounts.
1625.
Payments:  The following payments were authorised:-
David Croft – mowing part April and May



£649.00
Wealden District Council – Commercial Refuse 
from Burial Ground1st April 2011 to 31st March 2012

£143.52*
The Clerk – net salary for May





£384.00
*Cllr Dickens would investigate the labelling of the waste containers

1626.
P.A.Y.E: The Chairman confirmed that the Council is now registered with HMRC for the collection and payment of income tax on line and that as online payments were required, it was therefore resolved that the Clerk be authorised to make online payments of income tax; no other online payments shall be made.
1627.
Annual Governance Statement: The annual accounts having previously been approved by the Council and the Internal Audit completed, the Council approved the Annual Governance Statement and resolved that it be executed by the Chairman and the Clerk as required. 
The completed documentation would be forwarded to Mazars, the Government appointed auditors, for external audit.

Correspondence

1628.
ESCC – Proposed 30 mph speed limit extension – C206 Church Street, Fletching: Confirmation had been received that the 30 mph extension requested by the Parish Council has been accepted and is to be implemented was received.  The Clerk had confirmed acceptance by the Council.
1629. WDC – Letter dated 8th April 2011 advising of the renewal of the Commercial Waste and Cardboard Recycling Collections contract for 2011/2012 was approved.
1630.
Village Housing Support: It was agreed that the Council would support an application from the Village Hall caretakers for village housing upon their retirement.
1631.
Date time and place of the next meeting:  Monday 6th June 2011 – 7.30 pm at the Fletching Village Hall.

1632.
Close of Meeting:  There being no further business to discuss the chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.37 pm
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