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       Issue 8  15  April 2011

Wealden Cabinet News  6 April 2011

MEMBERS' ALLOWANCES ARE to remain unchanged from the coming year.  Mileage rates for Councillors who need to be reimbursed for travel costs have risen from 40p per mile to 45p per mile in line with the increase in the approved HM Revenues and Customers rate.  This has not been increased since 2002. The recommendation follows the March report of the Council's Independent  Allowances and Remuneration Panel.

For more information contact Gabriella Paterson-Griggs, Democratic Services Manager 

tel: 01892 602433 or email: gabriella.paterson@wealden.gov.uk
CABINET AGREED TO recommend that the May Full Council meeting adopts a number of changes to the Council's constitution which have been agreed by the Internal Audit and Scrutiny Committee. These include clarification to the rules covering Member representation at planning committees. 

For more information contact Trevor Scott, Chief Legal Officer

tel: 01892 602524 or email: trevor.scott@wealden.gov.uk

Council Leader Cllr Bob Standley thanked all the councillors who would not be standing in the forthcoming elections for the service they had give the people of Wealden.
5 May Elections
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Election are being taking place on Thursday 5 May for seats on Wealden District Council, parish and town councils. Voters are also being asked to take part in a referendum on the Alternative Vote. The following parish and town council seats are being contested: Alfriston 7 seats, Crowborough Town Council - Jarvis Brook ward 2 seats, Danehill 9 seats, Fletching 9 seats, Hailsham Town Council - East ward 3 seats, South West ward 10 seats, Central North ward 7 seats; Laughton 7 seats, Polegate Town Council - North ward 10 seats, South ward 5 seats; Wadhurst 15 seats, Westham and Stone Cross Community Council 13 seats, Willingdon and Jevington  - Upper Willingdon ward 8 seats.

Three wards on Wealden District Council will be uncontested: Forest Row (2 seats), Horam (1 seat) and Cross in Hand and Five Ashes (1 seat).

The counts for the parish, town and district council elections and the national referendum will take place on Friday 6 May. Two counts will be held in separate rooms at the East Sussex National Resort near Uckfield and one will take place at the Freedom Leisure Centre in Crowborough. The verification of votes cast will commence at 9 am to be followed by the count for seats on the District Council. The count for the referendum will start at 4pm, as required by the Electoral Commission. After this has been completed, the count for parish and town council seats will take place, which is expected to some time around 6pm.  Only candidates and others who are authorised may attend the count.
For more information contact Heather Blanshard, Electoral Services Manager 

tel: 01892 602416 or email: heather.blanshard@wealden.gov.uk.
Wealden District Council office relocation
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From 25 May Wealden District Council's Vicarage Lane offices will be closed for refurbishment.  We will operate a customer help point at Prospects House 7-9 George Street, Hailsham, until the Vicarage Lane offices reopen in the summer of 2012. Visitors may prefer to contact the Council first by phoning  01323 443322 to arrange an appointment or visit our website  www.wealden.gov.uk  which can be used for a wide range of transactions.  Other Vicarage Lane staff will be temporarily relocated either at our existing offices in Pine Grove, Crowborough, in rented accommodation in Eastbourne or become home workers. The Vicarage Lane refurbishment will allow Wealden District Council to make significant savings on office costs and improve energy efficiency. 

For more information contact Mike Fleming, Director of Development Services

tel: 01323 443170 or email: mike.fleming@wealden.gov.uk
Planning News 
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The South Downs National Park Authority came into operation this month. Wealden District Council is working in partnership with the Authority on planning matters. Wealden will continue to determine most of the planning applications within its area of the National Park, following the usual consultation with the parish. It will also carry out enforcement investigations and provide all the planning administration for the SDNPA. The SDNPA will determine the more significant applications, and retain overall planning policy control.
For more information contact Kelvin Williams, Head of Planning & Building Control 

tel: 01892 602484 or email: kelvin.williams@wealden.gov.uk.
Training for parish and town councillors

Wealden District Council is hoping to run three training sessions in June / July for new parish and town councillors and those who wish to be updated on the current Council responsibilities and legislation.  Evening sessions are being scheduled for Crowborough, Uckfield and Polegate and  will cover Planning, Environmental Health, Waste Management and Housing. Further details will be sent to parish and town councils when finalised.

For more information contact Kelvin Williams, Head of Planning & Building Control 
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