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Minutes a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 4th April 2011 at 7.30 pm 
1580.
Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), E. Coleman, Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, P. Roundell and S. Walker. 
1581.
Apologies: An apology for absence was received from Councillor G. Tapp.

Apologies were also received from County Councillor A. Reid and PCSO J. Pilston.
1582.
Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th March 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
1583.
Declarations of Interest: There were none.
1584.
Questions from Electors: There were none present.
1585.
Report of District Councillor S. Martin: District Councillor Martin reported upon the official opening on the 1st April of the South Downs National Park (SDNP) which is 100 miles long and covering an area of 627 square miles from Winchester to Eastbourne; it has 108,000 residents, there are fifteen district councils within its area and receives 14,000 planning applications annually. Planning will remain with the district authorities except that approximately 150 will be dealt with by the SDNP.  The Authority has 27 members, 7 of whom are National, 6 from parish councils and 14 from other local authorities.
By the autumn of 2012 Wealden will have moved to a single site at Hailsham; office based staff will drop by 300 by mid-2012 and office accommodation costs will fall to £1050 per head per annum from £1800 per head as a result of the move.
In conclusion, Councillor Martin said that she would not stand at the May elections and thanked the Council for its support during her eight years representing Fletching and other local parishes as a District Councillor.
Reports
1586.
Fletching Common: The Clerk had circulated an e-mail from the owners of Hazells in response to his letter concerning the privet hedge referred to in Minute 1539.  He had subsequently visited the property and confirmed that whilst a privet hedge had obviously been planted to one side of the drive to the house there was evidence that deer regularly passed through it. 

The matter was discussed further and whilst it was noted that the present occupier had not planted the hedge and that it should have been removed when first planted, it was agreed that the common must not be closed off at that point. Formal planting on the common adjacent to Hazells had been discontinued following representation by the Council. The Council was implementing its maintenance plan per the Common Land Policy Document dated 21st July 2008 which was currently being progressed by the BTCV.
It was resolved that the owner of the property be advised by the Clerk that at least part of the hedge would need to be removed to ensure that its future growth would not impede any person wishing to walk freely across the driveway to Hazells; it was recommended that the gap be no less than two metres. Also, the owner would be informed of the work of BTCV and notified that the hedge may be completely removed when the clearing process reaches that area of the common. 
1586.
Grit Bin: There being no requests from members to add to the list for the Village Maintenance Team (VMT), the Clerk would request the re-setting of the bin to ensure that its contents would not become wet during inclement weather. He would also include a request for the footpath sign positioned opposite North Hall to be repaired.
1587.
Insurance: Councillor PR resorted that his investigation had thrown up some anomalies which he was to discuss further with the Recreation Ground Committee. He now had a breakdown of the scope of cover and noted that the cost of an All Risks inclusion for the playground equipment was approximately £600 which was considered to be excessive as it was unlikely that there would ever be a ‘total loss’; running repairs were carried out by the committee which had a separate fund to cover such eventualities. Any accident on the equipment would be covered by the Public Liability section of the policy.  
It was agreed that Councillor Roundell would seek additional information and that a further report be provided to determine the viability of combining the Council policy with that of the Recreation Ground Committee to effect a substantial annual saving.
1587.
ESCC Waste & Minerals Core Strategy: A copy of a letter dated 29th March from the County Council in response to the Clerk’s letter per Minute 1557 had been circulated and was considered.
The presentation documents, in particular ‘Plan 4 – Locations for Land Disposal’ which was far from clear, were not, it was thought, explicit enough and the intended message not clearly understood, especially the process dates; it was not until the meeting held at the Newick Village Hall, that all became clear.  Obviously the County’s Analysis of Comments on the Preferred Strategy document would not be changed but it was strongly felt that ‘lessons should be learned’ on the clarity of presentation of information on matters of importance and magnitude to local communities.
It was resolved that the Clerk would send a letter to the County Council conveying the concerns expressed above.
1588.
Non-compliance - Barkham Manor Vineyard: The Clerk reported that there had been no response to his letter dated 14th March to the Head of Planning and Building Control, Wealden D.C. concerning non compliance with planning conditions at Barkham Manor Vineyard.
It was agreed that a follow up letter be sent by the Clerk.
1589.
Fletching Car Park: It was reported that the new signs installed in the car park appeared to be excessive there being two large identical signs detailing the regulations.
It was agreed that the Clerk would make enquiries.

1590.
Burial Ground:  It was reported that Wealden D.C. had failed to empty the rubbish bin at the Burial Ground; this had been queried by the Clerk who understood that the omission would be rectified.
1591.
Annual Parish Meeting: The Chairman had prepared a Powerpoint slide show covering the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting and asked for additional material.  
1592.
Parish Conference and the Localism Bill: This item had been referred from the March meeting; noting that the Parish Plan was extant and dealt with local issues it was agreed that no options be put forward.
Administration
1593.
Receipts and Payments accounts for the year ended 31st March 2011 had been circulated and were received.
1594.
Accounts for Payment: The following accounts were approved: 
Fletching Village Hall – Approved grant 


£655.20

R & R Taxis – March account




£40.32

David Croft – March account




£572.00

S.A.L.C. – Annual Subscription 2011/2012


£276.13

WDALC – Annual Subscription 2011/2012


£20.00

The Clerk – Salary (net) for April



£384.00

1595.
Registration for PAYE: It was agreed that the present standing order be cancelled and payment made by cheque until the compulsory PAYE registration had been achieved.
1596.
End of Year Reconciliation: Copies of the bank reconciliation and comparative figures for the year ended 31st March 2011had been circulated and were received.
1597.
Audit 2010/2011: The Clerk reported that Audit papers had been received from Mazars and he was authorised to arrange the internal audit with John Roberts. 

1598.
Review of Standing Orders: Having been previously circulated the draft Standing Orders were adopted as amended viz:

1. Standing Order 1(m) penultimate word second line: delete with – insert without

2. Standing Order 1(z) – amend to read ‘Meetings shall not exceed one and a half hours’

3. Standing Order 17d: insert 7 in line two – insert 2 in line three – insert 2 in line four – insert 2 in line seven
1599.
Wealden’s Core Strategy Document: This item had been referred from the March meeting and having previously engaged in the consultation process, it was agreed that no further comment was necessary at this time.
Correspondence

1600.
Wealden District Council: Standards Committee Decision Notice: This had been previously circulated and was received. 
1601.
Charles Hendry MP: Broadband Services for Rural Communities – CH wrote to say that he has referred this query to our local District Member, Councillor R. Galley, who said that had not been contacted.
1602.
Wealden District Council: Notice of an increase in the cost of the dog bin emptying service was received.
1603.
Wealden District Council: (E) Update on E-Consultation – Confirmation that there will be some instruction was received.
1604.
Tree Warden:  Councillor Lady Collum advised that she had received notice from Wealden District Council that the Tree Warden appointments had been discontinued.
1605.
Date, place and time of the next meeting: Annual Parish Meeting 11th April at the Village Hall – next meeting of the Council Monday 9th May (new Council), Village Hall at 7.30 pm
1606.
Close of Meeting: Noting that this was the last meeting of the present Council, the Chairman thanked the members for their support and there being no further business to discuss declared the meeting closed at 9.17 pm
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