THE CIVIL PARISH OF FLETCHING
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Electors of the Civil Parish of Fletching held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 12th April 2010
1.
Present:
Parish Councillors N. Alderton (Chairman), B. Croft (Vice Chairman), E. Coleman, Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard (Chairman of the Planning Committee), P. Roundell and G. Tapp.
2.
Introduction: The Chairman of the Fletching Parish Council welcomed those present to the meeting.

3.
Apologies: 
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor S. Walker, District Councillor S. Martin, PCSO J. Pilston and Mr D. Lingham.

4.
Minutes: Having been circulated, the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on the 6th April 2009 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
Chairman’s Report: The Chairman reported upon his chairmanship of the Parish Council for the past three years which had been a busy period when some of the meetings had attracted more than the usual interest. He explained that parish councils represented the lowest level of the tiers of local government and as such had a limited number but nonetheless important powers and responsibilities.  The parish council liaised closely with other sections of the local government system, in particular with the Wealden District and East Sussex County Councils. He thanked the local members of those authorities who regularly attended meetings of the parish council. Fletching was, he said, a relatively small village and its strong link with the District and County Councill representatives gave the parish council a valuable input into their decision making processes.
Fletching has nine elected members who are elected for a four year term; the full council meets at least on eleven occasions throughout the year and every other week there is a meeting of the Planning Committee when there are applications to be considered. Being a small council there is no formal committee structure but the members each have an area of responsibility. He thanked the Clerk for his continuing help and support and for ensuring that the council was fully compliant with current legislation and financial procedures.
In common with other parishes, the council continued to give its views of the planning process at district level and the continuing submission of representation on the local development framework and the landraise issues.

The council kept an eye on footpaths within the parish to ensure that they were kept open for use by the public and collaborate with the County Council in this regard. The council has responded to twenty-five planning applications eight of which were listed building applications. Planning matters are taken very seriously and all sites are visited by at least one member of the council prior to consideration of the application. He thanked Councillor Celia Everard for the work she does as Chairman of the Planning Committee.  Members have attended planning conferences.

He made reference to the inclusion of a site at Piltdown as an area of search for a possible land raise waste disposal site and of the council’s opposition to the proposal.  The parish council had submitted its own comprehensive comments on the draft proposals and joined forces with other similarly affected councils to more effectively lobby against the whole concept of land raise in East Sussex. In addition the council encouraged the formation of Piltdown Action Against Land Raise (PAAL) and supported the group as much as it can as a public body including giving a grant towards necessary expenses.
The Council has authorised conservation work on Fletching Common via the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers; it has completed an emergency planning policy document and have a list of people in the parish who would assist with manpower and equipment should the need arise.

With respect to highways and traffic, the Councils continues to make representation on highways matters and a considerable positive has been the installation of speed activated signs on the A272 at Down Street crossroads; in addition, speed limits have been introduced on this road and also the A275. The Council has joined the County Council’s SLR (Strengthening Local Relationships) programme and has regular meeting with County highways officers.

The Council still continues to support the new contract with a local taxi firm to provide a timetabled service at very reasonable cost.

For and on behalf of the Council Councillor Belinda Croft has set up a Parish Council web site which we hope will become a valuable local resource.  
In conclusion he thanked his fellow councillors for the work which they had undertaken on behalf of the electorate.

6.
Report of the Parish Council’s nominated Councillor to Fletching School:  Councillor Nigel Alderton reported upon his appointment to the Board of Fletching School saying that the governors met about six times during the year to oversee and comment upon all matters relating to the governance of the school. The governing body is made up of parents, teachers and two members representing the wider community. 

He was pleased to report that the Head Teacher, Maureen Fairhead, encouraged the school to achieve excellent results in various statutory tests and maintained strong links within the community. There was an excellent relationship with the National Trust at Sheffield Park which has become almost like an outdoor classroom for the children.

Additional school facilities have significantly improved the ability of the school to provide a first class teaching environment for the children. During the year a new library and classrooms had been completed within the existing roof space and in addition planning permission has been obtained to provide a small extension to the front of the building to provide improved kitchen facilities and create a larger dining room.
7.
Leche’s and Smith Charity: Councillor Barry Dickens reported upon the activities of the Trust.  During the last year the income had totalled £3240 from which the following payments had been made:-£2700 in electricity vouchers to parishioners in Fletching and Danehill and a further £2500 for other grants and bursaries.

The charity has six trustees, four from Fletching and two from Danehill; those representing Fletching are The Reverend Howell (ex officio), Barry Dickens, Bernard Trew and Mary Lynch.

All dealings with the charity are entirely confidential; any person knowing of someone who might be in nee should contact one of the Trustees.

8.
Reception and Adoption of the Audited Accounts of the Fletching Parish Council for the year ended 31st March 2009: Having been previously approved by the Fletching Parish Council, the audited accounts were published, as required by statute, on the Parish Notice Board; adoption at the Annual Parish Meeting was a formality; there were no queries.

9.
Attendance Records of Parish Councillors: The attendance record of members of the Parish Council had been circulated and was read by the Clerk; Councillor N. Alderton and C. Everard had achieved 100% attendance.
10.
East Sussex County Council: County Councillor Tony Reid reported that the Government had provided £100m for highway authorities to deal with the filling of potholes; East Sussex had received a little under £1m for the purpose.  The roads in the county were not up to standard and it was envisaged that there would be a 50% increase in provision over the next two years to raise standards.

With regard to general funding, there would be no detail until after the general election; however, the ESCC expected that there would be a 20% reduction in the rate support grant over a period of three years.

It was important, he said, for parish councils to engage with the county council to determine top local priorities.

On waste, he was aware that the county council had to plan for domestic and waste disposal up to 2026; sites had to be available when required. Responses to proposals for land raise sites were be analysed and would be published when finalised, hopefully after end of June. Approximately 3000 views had been expressed to date and of those, each one contained five or so technical points, the validity of which had also to be analysed. He noted that 400k tonnes of waste had to be disposed of annually.  He concluded by saying that the local community had been well served by P.A.A.L.

Answering a question from the Chairman concerning the consultation process on the proposals for landraise sites, in particular, that parish councils had not been advised early enough and were not aware of the gravity of the proposals, Councillor Reid said that there had been a relatively low key approach to the initial consultation process which he agreed had contributed to a lack of knowledge of the areas to be investigated resulting in members being unaware.

11.
Wealden District Council: District Councillor Roy Galley reported upon the finances of the Council saying that the rise of 2.7% in 2010 was entirely due to external factors and that the authority has introduced a Transformation Programme to look at all its services to see if they can be managed more effectively.
Work on the LDF (Local Development Framework) was progressing based on extensive consultation.  Under current legislation a plan had to be produced to ensure that land availability up to 2026 was secure in order for 11,000 houses to be built within the district.  Of that figure, 4,400 had been built or permission to build granted. However, house building was slow with only 213 constructed in the last 3 quarters of which 63 were affordable. There was very little identified housing need in Fletching parish

A detailed report of the new Crown Caddy Recycling system scheduled to be introduced into Fletching in May/June 2010 was reported.
12.
Community Safety: Councillor B. Croft reported that in 2007 the Parish Emergency Plan document had been published and that in 2009 parishioners had been asked to provide details of vulnerable people in the community i.e. those who would require special assistance in times of emergency; there had been between 40 and 50 responses to date.

Regrettably our local PCSO Jim Pilston had been unable to be present but his presence in the parish had been increased during year; he regularly reported to the Parish Council and his work was much appreciated.

13.
Introduction of New Parish Council Website: Councillor B. Croft was pleased to report the introduction of the new website www.fletching-pc.org and gave details of its content; the site was now open for further input.

14.
Public Question Time: Questions were asked of Councillors R. Galley and A. Reid concerning the disposal of waste. Specifically Councillor Reid said that the Maresfield site was managed on behalf of the County Council by AOLA and that he would make enquires with regard to points raised concerning alleged difficult access and unfriendly opening hours (it closed at 6.00 pm).
15.
Guest Speaker: Carolyn Randall, the local representative of Crimestoppers gave a detailed account of the work of the charity. The charity had been set up in Albuquerque, USA in 1976 to assist the local police with enquiries into a caser of murder. A confidential ‘talk line’ was established and within 72 hours arrests were made. The scheme was introduced into the UK in 1988 and has charitable status.
The partnership with the police in Sussex East and West) and at Gatwick is fifteen years old; it has one employee and between ten and fiftenn volunteers who meet quarterly to devise policies and plan. Calls to Crimestoppers are completely anonymous and to date there has been £105m worth of goods recovered as a result of calls by members of the public. Two years ago there were 1420 calls, last year there were 1883 – the number 08900 55511 is manned 24 hours daily – all criminal activity can be reported. Calls cannot be traced and a unique number is given to callers.
The charity relies on donations only and is generally short of funds; at the present time it only had funding until the end of September.  
The Chairman thanked Carolyn for her informative talk and hoped that the charity would be able to continue its most worthy objectives in the future.

16.
Close of Meeting: There being no further business to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance, Mrs Soan for taking care of the refreshments and declared the meeting closed at 8.58 pm
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