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A PROGRAMME OF JOINT working opportunities  between Wealden and Rother District Council was approved by Cabinet help maintain service levels following reductions in public expenditure.  Councillor Bob Standley, Leader of Wealden District Council, told the meeting that the reductions in central government grants, which would now be over 2 years rather than the predicted 4 years, meant the Council would need to use any reserves to balance the budget and left Wealden with little or no room to manoeuvre: "By sharing services and costs we can give both our communities the best services we can at the lowest possible cost."  Plans to reduce accommodation costs by moving to a single headquarters site remain on schedule, with refurbishment work at Hailsham expected to be completed by the summer of 2012.

For more information contact Charles Lant, Chief Executive                                                                                              tel: 01323 443300 or email: charles.lant@wealden.gov.uk
CABINET APPROVED THE schedule of fees and charges for Council services for the coming year.  The Council seeks to cover the cost of the services it provides, including overheads, while taking into account market rates in the private sector.  Building control fees will be agreed with Eastbourne Borough Council in line with the introduction of a joint building control operation between the two authorities, the East Sussex Building Control Partnership.


For more information contact Nigel Hannam, Corporate Services Director

tel: 01323 443230 or email: nigel.hannam@wealden.gov.uk

THE COUNCIL'S CORPORATE Procurement Strategy has been approved for 2011-2014.       The Council has set up a Corporate Procurement hub to ensure it meets a number of objectives when procuring goods and services.  Wealden is also hosting an East Sussex Procurement Hub, involving neighbouring district and boroughs, which will create an electronic market place.  This will be accessed through the internet and should enhance opportunities for local businesses to supply the authorities.  The strategy seeks to encourage a mixed range of suppliers, including  small businesses, to help develop a varied and competitive marketplace.

For more information contact  Steve Linnett, Chief Finance Officer

tel: 01323 443234 or email: steve.linnett@wealden.gov.uk

WEALDEN IS TO EXPRESS its interest taking on the role of administrating authority to the joint committee which will be responsible for delivering the Joint Waste Procurement Project.  The economies of scale resulting from joining together waste collection services across the county is expected to include the rationalisation of depot facilities and vehicles and the optimisation of collection rounds.
   For more information contact: Mike Pashler, Head of Waste & Commercial Services

tel: 01323 443420 or email: mike.pashler@wealden.gov.uk
Planning Matters
The deadline for Representations on Wealden District Council's Core Strategy has been extended in order for a correction to the wording of the Rural Areas Strategy (WCS6) to be included.  The new deadline in Monday 18 April. Further details can be found on the Wealden web site.

For more information contact David Phillips, Head of Planning & Environmental Policy 

tel: 01892 602587 or email: david.phillips@wealden.gov.uk.
Exercise Watermark
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Staff from Wealden District Council worked alongside Uckfield Town Council, the Environment Agency and the Emergency Services in Exercise Watermark on 8 March which put the Uckfield Flood Emergency Plan into operation.  The exercise was part of a Sussex-wide emergency planning scenario which saw the River Uck burst its banks, Selsey beset by tidal flooding and further flooding disrupting  flights at Gatwick airport.  Wealden staff helped run rest centres in Uckfield while other staff operated an Emergency Control Centre at Hailsham and liased at Silver and Gold Commands in Uckfield and Lewes.  It was the most extensive and challenging flood exercise ever undertaken in Sussex and involved more than 250 people. 

For more information contact Jim Foster, Emergency Planning and Business Continuity Officer 

tel: 01323 443552 or email: jim.foster@wealden.gov.uk.
Rural Retailers Scheme.

Nearly £7,000 in grant support to help local village shops and farm retail businesses has been awarded by Wealden District Council in the first round of its Rural Retailers Grant Aid scheme  Applicants who are benefiting from include six village stores, three farm shops and two village catering outlets as well as Wealden Farmers' Markets,  which operate from Crowborough, Hailsham, Heathfield and Uckfield.  The maximum award is £500.  A second  round of the Rural Retailers Grant Scheme will be launched later this year.
For more information contact David Phillips, Head of Planning & Environmental Policy 

tel: 01892 602587 or email: david.phillips@wealden.gov.uk.
New affordable homes for Wealden
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er the past year, 200 new affordable homes have been built in the Wealden District, more than double the number built in the previous year.  Some165 homes have been built by various Housing Associations to let to households on the Council's Housing Register.  A further 35 homes were built for sale through affordable home ownership schemes such as Homebuy or Homebuy Direct.  The majority of the new affordable homes have been built in Wealden's towns as part of larger developments, although 60 are located in Wealden villages. 

For more information contact Amanda Hodge, Head of Housing

tel: 01323 443364 or email: amanda.hodge@wealden.gov.uk
Census  Sunday 27 March
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The National Census takes place on Sunday 27 March.  A Census Drop-In session where people can bring their forms is being held at Bellbrook Centre, Bell Lane, Uckfield, on Thursday 7 April from 10am - 4pm.  This is to help  anyone who would like support filling in their Census form.  The session is being supported by Wealden District Council and Sussex Oakleaf. People must bring their own Census form.  Drop-In sessions are also being held at Citizens Advice in Hailsham on 25 and 28 March. If you know of people who are  experiencing difficulties in filling in their forms, please direct them to the Census Helpline  0300 0201 101.

 For more information contact Jim van den Bos, Communications Officer 
tel: 01892 602745 or email: jim.vandenbos@wealden.gov.uk
Community events with a message for April

Two community events  have been organised by Wealden's public health service for April.  On Monday 11 April an Over 50s Information Day is being held at Polegate Community Centre, running from 10am to 1pm.  More than 30 local voluntary organisations, businesses and services will be providing information stands.  There will also be musical entertainment, refreshments and free yoga and Boccia (indoor bowls) sessions. 

Following last year's Fun and Safety event at Uckfield Fire Station, it is being held there for a second year.  Wealden District Council is being joined by the Police and Fire & Rescue services as well as Active Play, UK Power Networks, East Sussex County Council and the local health service to provide children with an informative play session during the Easter holidays. The Fun & Safety event is free and takes place on Thursday 14 April from 10.30am -1pm.
For more information contact: Sophie Hepworth, Health Development Specialist 

tel: 01323 443275  or email: sophie.hepworth@wealden.gov.uk

Reaching out in the community

WEL Mind, the Wealden, Eastbourne and Lewes branch of the mental health charity Mind, is launching a new volunteer befriending scheme, Reaching out to the Community, to help people suffering from mental health distress.  It is looking for volunteers aged 18 or over to give one or more hours a week to meet up with a 'befriendee' and take part in different activities. These may range from meeting for a cup of coffee and a chat, going for a cycle ride, or
simply walking to a support group with them.  Launch events are planned in Uckfield and Hailsham.  One in four people are affected by mental health distress, such as depression,
stress and anxiety .  




For more information contact Jeremy Leach, Public Health Manager       

tel: 01323 443305 or email: jeremy.leach@wealden.gov.uk
Celebrating summer in the countryside
 

Countryside 2011  fortnight seeks to celebrate the variety of events taking place in the countryside across south east England between 28 May and 12 June. It provides free marketing materials and a listing on the Countryside 2011 website. Organisers, the Rural Ways Partnership, are hoping to feature as many events as possible. The website, www.countryside2011.org.uk, goes live on 28 March 2011. 
For more information contact: Sarah King, Economic Development Manager 

tel: 01892 602884 or email: sarah.king@wealden.gov.uk
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