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Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council be held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 7th March 2011 at 7.30 pm 
1533.
Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, P. Roundell, G. Tapp and S. Walker.
County Councillor A. Reid (until 2114) and District Councillor S. Martin were in attendance.
1534.
Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Councillor E. Coleman; also from District Councillor R. Galley and PCSO Pilston

1535.
Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th February 2011 were confirmed as a true record

1536.
Declarations of Interest: Councillor Lady Collum declared a personal interest in item 1540 and 1541.
1537.
Questions from Electors: There were none. 
1538.
Reports of County and District Councillors
1. District Councillor Martin reported upon the Wealden District Council’s attitudes with regard to its Corporate Plan, High Speed Broadband, Renewable Energy, Sustainable Tourism, Waste Reduction and Climate change.

2. County Councillor Reid reported upon the County Council’s budget cuts saying that the County rate would not be increased; the gross spend for the year in prospect would be £800m.  £2m was to be spent on repairing potholes of which sum £1m had been provided by central government. Savings were to be made on the forthcoming resurfacing of part of the A275 by the on site recycling of the existing surface (which would be planed off) using a new bonding technique.
A water leak near Sheffield Park was mentioned.  This has been reported but should be included on the agenda for the next SLR meeting.

Fletching Common 
1539.Councillor BD reported that there was nothing major to report except that the privet hedge which had been planted either side of the drive to ‘Hazells’ was becoming well established thus preventing legal access by the public across the drive. The hedge had been planted by a previous owner contrary to extant legislation governing registered common land.
It was resolved that an appropriate letter be sent to the present owners seeking the removal of the hedge or at least removal in part to permit lateral access.
1540.
It was reported that due to changes in BTCV staff there would be an amendment to the original planned programme of works; only two days work instead of four could be undertaken. The work has been scheduled for the 18th and 19th March; confirmation would be given nearer to the day. Clearance would be in May and it was envisaged that more works could be undertaken as a priority in the autumn. The Organiser would meet a council representative on site to discuss the area fronting The Old Slate House.

It was agreed to accept the change in arrangements and that other options, including contacting the Chailey Common Society, would be investigated for the future. 
Flooding at Fletching Weir
1540. The Clerk reported that had been in touch with the Clerk to the Barcombe Parish Council who had advised him that he had not heard of any comment blaming the Barcombe flood on works undertaken at Fletching; the floods at Barcombe did reach a level of four feet where local residents knew how to deal with them.

1541.
Arising from a meeting between the Environment Agency and representatives of local landowners’ additional information had been received from Mr Tiplady and had been circulated.
It was agreed that Mr Tiplady be thanked for providing the information and advised that a representative of the Council would be pleased to attend any future meetings with the Environment Agency.
1542.
Grit Bin:  The Clerk reported that he had e-mailed the County Authority on the 16th February; a response dated 2nd March advised that the bin was not damaged or broken and that whilst it had moved slightly it is not considered to be in a dangerous position – the weight of the salt together with the slope on which the bin is situated had caused the lid not to fit.  It was possible the Village Maintenance Team could reposition the bin but it was not considered urgent.
It was agreed that the VMT be requested to put the matter right.
1543.
Insurance: Councillor PR reported upon his investigation into the policies of the Parish Council and the Recreation Ground Committee with regard to a possible merger. He had been encouraged with the information received so far and would continue his enquiries, liaise with the Treasurer of the Recreation Ground Committee and report to the April meeting of the Council.
1544.
Corner Cottages: Councillor BD reported that the unstable posts had been wedged and that a permanent repair had not been effected.
It was agreed that the subject be again raised with the Highway Authority via the SLR team.

1545. Flitteridge Farm: The Clerk reported that he had been in contact with the County Council’s enforcement officer who has been monitoring the situation since September 2009 when the matter had been previously raised. Traffic movements had been noted and action was to be taken.  With regard to increased vehicular movement, there was a chance that the contractor might apply for additional movements because of the possible use of smaller vehicles; the matter was ongoing. The liquid being taken to the lagoon was non-potable water, which substance was within the scope of the extant permission.
A letter dated 1st March 2011 from the County’s Monitoring & Enforcement Officer explaining the present position had been circulated.
It was agreed that the situation continue to be monitored.
1546.
Proposed sale of forest land: The Clerk reported that the National Trust had responded. In a letter dated 25th February the Assistant Director (Operations) had advised it unlikely that the NT would be involved in a bidding process for the forest should the current Government decision be reversed.
In a letter dated 28th February 2011 Defra confirmed that the Secretary of State had announced that the consultation on the future management of the public Forest Estate had been ended and all forestry clauses in the Public Bodies Bill would be removed. Also, Defra will establish an independent Panel to consider forestry policy in England.  The Panel would advise on the future direction of forestry and woodland policy in England, on the role of the Forestry Commission and on the role of the Public Forest Estate. The Panel would include representatives of key environmental and access organisations along with representatives of the forestry industry.

A further letter dated 25th February 2011 setting out the present position of the Government had been received from Charles Hendry MP

The three letters were received.

1547.
Burial Ground: The Clerk reported that there had been one interment during February.

The wording for a headstone submitted by the family of the late Rev. Bruce Hayller was approved.
Transport & Highways

1548. SLR – North Hall Lane – clearance of gullies: Arising from Minute 1503 of the previous meeting of the Council, the Clerk reported that the matter had been referred to the County Maintenance Team. Following his retirement Mr Brooke had been replaced by Mr Ken Sorhaindo.
It was agreed that a copy of the Minutes of the last SLR meeting be sent to Mr Sorhaindo.

1549.
ESCC – Review of Supported Bus Services:  It was reported that as a result of cuts to the supported bus programme totalling £250k a number of local bus services funded by the County Council (the Rider Services) are to be reviewed.  One of those is the weekly return 246 service through Fletching currently operating on a Friday.  It is proposed that it be changed to operate on a Thursday; the timetable would remain unchanged.  
It was agreed that there be no objection to the proposed change.  
1550.
Village Maintenance:
Details of the 2011/2012 scheme had been circulated; members were requested to advise the Clerk of any works that fell within the ambit of the scheme.

1551. Broadband Delivery: The Chairman raised awareness of the possibility of there being grants available for the provision of high speed broadband services to rural communities and it was agreed that efforts be made to contact the appropriate BT department via the local Member of Parliament and possibly the Isfield Parish Council which had secured a £50k grant and was currently seeking providers.
Administration
1552.
Receipts and Payments: Having been previously circulated the Receipts and Payments accounts for the period ending 24th February 2011 were received.
1553.
Accounts for Payment: The following accounts were approved for payment:
B. Dickens – Allowance





£70.00

Wealden D.C. Clear dog bins April to December 2010
£73.20

Clerk’s Salary/expenses for March



£456.63

1553.
HMRC – PAYE Registration: The Chairman reported that under new rules all paid office holders (Clerks and RFOs) may no longer be treated as self employed; therefore, the Parish Council must register as an employer with HMRC and operate PAYE on income earned by the Clerk. Any previous agreements with HMRC are void. The PAYE system will operate from 6th April 2011 

1554.
Revision of the Clerk’s pay structure
It was resolved that arrangements be made to register with HMRC as required and that all payments made to the Clerk viz salary, honorarium and expenses be consolidated into a single payment at no additional cost to the Council by the advancement on the NALC salary scale to SCP 25

1555.
Wealden’s Core Strategy Document: I was agreed that this item be referred to the April meeting of the Council.
1556.
District, Parish and Town Elections – Thursday 5th May 2011
The Election Timetable for the Parish of Fletching had been circulated for information.

Correspondence
1557.
Bob White P.A.A.L.: A letter dated 22nd February 2011 from the Chairman of P.A.A.L. indicating that certain facts had been noted incorrectly in a document prepared by the County Council with regard to the attendance of representatives of the Fletching Parish Council to a Workshop held in Uckfield in November 2009 had been circulated to all members. 
The alleged erroneous statement was ‘Parish Council representatives made it clear that they now understood the implications for their communities and would disseminate the information to them’.  P.A.A.L. understood that representatives left the meeting with no clear idea of the implications of the proposed strategy and that information was not disseminated to the wider community until mid December – after the end of the consultation period.
Minute 980 of the Parish Council’s meeting held on the16th November 2009 records:-
‘Waste & Minerals Core Strategy:  Councillors Dickens and Tapp had attended a seminar organised by the County Council at which important issues had been raised; in particular the future location of land-rise sites. One designated site close to the Parish of Fletching was, it was reported, on a flood plain at Goldbridge Newick?  However, this was one of six possible sites that had been initially identified and a public consultation exercise would take place later’. 

It was agreed that sight of the County Council document referred to in Mr White’s letter be obtained prior to a response.

1558.
Wealden DC – Parish Conference 2011 and the LOCALISM BILL: A letter dated 8th February from the Chief Executive seeking the views of parish councils for matter to be discussed at the conference had been circulated to all members.

It was agreed that the matter be referred to the April meeting of the Council prior to which reference would be made to the Fletching Parish Plan.

1559.
CPRE – 2011 Countryside Awards: A letter dated January 2011 seeking nominees for the 2011 awards had been circulated.  It was considered appropriate for consideration to be given to Sharon Barnard for the ‘Food to Table’ category and to Trading Boundaries for the ‘Sussex Rural Enterprise’ category.

Councillor CE would complete the forms of nomination.

1560.
Date, place and time of the next meeting: Parish Council 4th April – Village Hall – 7.30 pm.  The Annual Parish Meeting would take place at the Village Hall on the 11th April at 7.30 pm
1561.
Miscellaneous: Members who had undertaken to check the footpaths within the parish were asked to do so as soon as possible in order that the footpath maps could be brought up to date.

Councillors SW, BD and GT would liaise to arrange the installation of posts at Cherry Gardens.

Some of the trees in the recreation ground appeared to be diseased and had been inspected by the Head Gardener of Sheffield Park who had recommended that their condition be reviewed in twelve months time.

Councillor BD reported that there appeared to be a breach of planning conditions concerning the ‘old gate’ at Barkham Manor; this would be investigated and the matter reported as appropriate.
1562.
Close of Meeting: There being no further business to discus the Chairman declared the meting closed at 9.30 pm
