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     Issue 7  15  February 2011

Wealden Cabinet News  2 February 2011

AFTER CONSULTING WITH towns and parishes, Cabinet agreed to recommend a zero increase for the District's share of the 2011/12 Council Tax. The recommendation will go to Full Council for a decision on 16 February. "No one should be under any illusion just how tight budgets now are," said Councillor Graham Wells, Cabinet member for Corporate Assets at Wealden District Council. "We had prepared for significant cuts, but on 13 December we learnt that government support will be reduced  by 28.7 per cent over the next two years and not the expected four.  This means we will be bringing forward planned savings under our Transformation Programme." Only 11 per cent of the Council Tax collected in the District goes to Wealden District Council. The terms of the Government's agreement to help authorities freeze council tax, which were not known until December, mean earlier proposals for  the introduction of special expenses for closed churchyards and the Crowborough Community Centre cannot proceed at this stage. Cabinet has agreed to carry out further consultations with towns and parishes to help draw up the best policy to handle responsibility for closed churchyards. Provisions have been made in the Council's accounts to cover the potential risks arising from the Crowborough Community Centre Project for the coming year. 

For more information contact Nigel Hannam, Director of Corporate Services 

tel: 01323 443230 or email: nigel.hannam@wealden.gov.uk
FOLLOWING A TENDERING exercise which failed to identify a cost-effective provider  of  Adaptation Support Services in the west of the county, Wealden District Council, Lewes District Council and Eastbourne Borough Council have agreed a new approach allowing residents to deal directly with building companies providing the adaptations. This will enable resources to be concentrated on improvements such as fitting level-access showers, stair lifts and ramps. Wealden will continue to supervise the process and carry out checks on completed adaptations to make sure they meet the occupier's needs and give good value to the tax payer.

For more information contact Amanda Hodge, Head of Housing

tel: 01323 443364 or email: amanda.hodge@wealden.gov.uk
Planning Matters
Representations are being sought on Wealden District Council's Core Strategy ahead of its Examination in Public later this year. The Core Strategy, which was approved by Wealden District Council in December, will guide sustainable development in the District over the next 20 years. Copies of the Strategy and its Sustainability Appraisal can be downloaded from the Wealden website from 11 February. Individuals and organisations can make representations about Wealden's Core Strategy from Monday 14 February until Monday 28 March via the Council's website.

For more information contact David Phillips, Head of Planning & Environmental Policy 

tel: 01892 602587 or email: david.phillips@wealden.gov.uk.
The 11 day Planning Inquiry into Wealden District Council's refusal to allow 520 homes to be built at Honey Farm, Eastbourne Road, Polegate, ended on 4 February. Planning Inspector Robert Mellor will be producing a report for the Secretary of State to make a final decision which is expected by the end of summer.

For more information contact: Kelvin Williams, Head of Planning & Building Control

tel: 01892 602484 or email: kelvin.williams@wealden.gov.uk
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Planning Committee South has approved plans for the refurbishment of Wealden District Council's offices at Vicarage Lane, Hailsham. The Council intends to operate from one headquarters location at Vicarage Lane from autumn 2012. Thanks to flexible working provisions, there will be no increase in the day-to-day number of officers using the new refurbished  Vicarage Lane building. While the work is being carried out, the Council will continue to have a Customer Centre in Hailsham.

For more information contact: Mike Fleming, Director of Development Services

tel: 01323 443170 or email: mike.fleming@wealden.gov.uk
Broadband breakthrough for rural communities

Three rural communities working with Wealden's Local Strategic Partnership and Wealden District Council  have  secured a £137,000 package from the Rural Development Programme to bring improved broadband access homes and businesses in Isfield, Upper Dicker and communities west of Heathfield. Wealden District Council recognises that high speed broadband is essential to economic prosperity and important to residents' well-being.  Please help the Council and Local Strategic Partnership lobby telecoms companies for better connection by taking part in the Better Broadband for Wealden survey on the LSP website on http://www.wealdencommunitystrategy.org.uk/broadband.aspx

 For further information contact: Tom Stuart, Policy Officer 

tel: 01323 443186 or email: Tom.Stuart@wealden.gov.uk

Time to Walk Wealden
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So far Walk Wealden events have been held in six villages and towns but it is hoped at least one event will be held in every one of our 42 local communities by 2012, the Olympic Year, as part of the scheme involving  Wealden, Freedom Leisure and Active Sussex  to encourage community health in the across the District. Walks should be short and easy enough to appeal to young families, older people or those who are unable to walk too far. The Council is able to provide support and equipment to help organise events. Any community group or organisation interested in getting involved is invited to contact Wealden District Council's Community Development Team on 01892 602879 or email culturalservices@wealden.gov.uk 

For more information contact: Diana Carlick, Community Development Officer 

tel: 01892 602879 or email: diana.carlick@wealden.gov.uk

2011 Enjoy Sussex  Visitor Guide
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The 2011 Enjoy Sussex Visitor Guide has been published, providing essential  information for visitors about what to see and do in Wealden and the surrounding Sussex countryside. It also includes details of  AA quality-assessed accommodation. With tourism generating £280 million for Wealden businesses each year, as well as employing one in ten of the workforce,  it is vitally important to the local economy of the area. The guide can be downloaded from the Wealden website, see under Tourism.
For more information contact: Sarah King, Economic Development Manager 

tel: 01892 602884 or email: sarah.king@wealden.gov.uk
Come dine with us  Luncheon club initiative
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Wealden District Council has successfully bid for funding from the Food Standards Agency to support the numerous voluntary lunch clubs operating in the Wealden area with information, advice and training on food safety and nutrition.  Working with Action in Rural Sussex and a number of the lunch clubs, booklets have been produced on these subjects. They are being offered to the club's volunteers with a short training session and have been very well received.

For more information contact Gail Fenn, Regulation Adviser, tel: 01323 443276 or email: gail.fenn@wealden.gov.uk
 
Energy Minister visits Wealden Eco-Homes Project
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Energy Minister Charles Hendry has seen first hand one of the innovative Eco-Homes Pilots Wealden District Council is carrying out to reduce the district's carbon footprint. On a visit to the Bells Yew Green home of Zoe and Niall McGregor-Gould with Cllr Johanna Howell, Mr Hendry saw how their council house had been converted from solid fuel heating system to an air source heat pump, with hot water provided by a solar panel on the roof. The family's winter heating bill has more than halved.

Wealden's Eco Homes Pilot is looking at  different green energy heating solutions to provide an efficient way of reducing  carbon emissions. Trials have also included the fitting of wood pellet boilers and solar panels to two council houses in Isfield and Berwick.

For more information contact Abdul Hussain, Home Energy Officer

tel: 01323 443313 or email: abdul.hussain@wealden.gov.uk
New look Wealden website - Tell us what you  think

Following the redesign of Wealden's website, the Council is seeking feedback from users about its design and usefulness. More functions can now be carried out from the website and a new online mapping system can find local  services and planning applications by entering a postcode. To take part, just go to our website, www.wealden.gov.uk/websurvey. The survey closes on Monday 28 February 2011.

For more information contact Vicki Burton, Senior Web Development  Officer 

tel: 01323 443265 or email: vicki.burton@wealden.gov.uk
Heathfield Car Park
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The car parks in Heathfield are the first to benefit from a series of upgrades being carried out to car parks in the District. The work has included some resurfacing, repainting of lines, improved disabled bays and new signage.  The upgrading will be completed in 2014.

For more information contact Tina Ford, Systems and Support  Officer 

tel: 01323 443346 or email: corporate.assets@wealden.gov.uk
New Corporate Plan 2011-15

Copies of Wealden's new Corporate Plan, identifying the Council's three key objectives:

· Enhancing our surroundings 
· Maintaining the quality of life 

· Ensuring value for money 
are now available to download from the Wealden web site, www.wealden.gov.uk. 

For further information please contact David Palmer, Head of Policy and Review

tel: 01323 443229; email: david.palmer@wealden.gov.uk

The 2011 Parish Conference

We are hoping to bring forward this year's Parish Conference to September or early October. The main item for discussion will be the Localism Bill. We have written to all parish and town councils asking for views on this important piece of legislation and the aspects that most interest your council. We look forward to your responses.

For further information please contact Lucy Dixon-Thompson, Executive Assistant

tel: 01323 3183; email  Lucy.Dixon-Thompson@wealden.gov.uk
Recycled folders, anyone?

As part of preparations for the refurbishment of Vicarage Lane, we have a number of second hand ring binders and envelope folders, the content of which have now been electronically scanned. If any council would like recycled some folders for its own use, please get in touch with communications officer Jim van den Bos.

For more information contact Jim van den Bos, Communications  Officer 

tel: 01892 602745 or email: jim.vandenbos@wealden.gov.uk [image: image8.jpg]









