FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Fletching Parish Council held at the Village Hall, Fletching on Monday 7th February 2011 at 7.30 pm
1490.
Present: Councillors B. Croft (Chairman), E. Coleman, Lady Collum, B. Dickens, C. Everard, G. Tapp and S. Walker.
1491.
Apologies: Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P. Roundell, County Councillor A. Reid and District Councillors R. Galley and S. Martin
1492.
Minutes: Having been previously circulated the Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th January 2011 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

1493.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office: Having been elected Chairman of the Council at the previous meeting, the Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Acceptance of Office was signed by Councillor B. Croft and duly witnessed by the Council’s Proper Officer. 
1494.
Declarations of Interest:  There were none.
1495.
Questions from Electors: There were none present.
Reports
1496.
The Pump House: The Clerk reported that the re-cladding of the Pump House roof had been satisfactorily completed

1497.
Fletching Common: The Clerk reported that an order for works at Fletching Common had been placed with BTCV and that work was scheduled for March 2011 – specific details of the programme would be available in advance of the work.
I had been alleged that some house owners had been cultivating areas of the Common adjacent to their properties; Councillor BD would investigate and report to the next meeting.
1498.
Fletching Weir: Having sent to CPRE a copy of the ten principles raised by local landowners a copy of the CPRE response had been circulated to all members.
It was reported that during recent heavy rain there had been flooding at the weir and severe flooding at Sharpsbridge and Barcombe Mills.  It was thought that the floods at the latter two locations would have been a direct result of the removal of the weir at Mill Lane.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Barcombe Parish Council to seek its view on the situation.

The Council would maintain a watching brief on matters relating to the weir and give support, such as was possible, the interested local parties.

1499.
Grit Bin: The Clerk reported that the grit bin had been filled but no explanation given as to the cause of the delay. It was noted that the bin had been damaged, presumably when being filled, and that the lid did not now close. The Clerk was asked to request the ESCC to remedy the situation.
1500.
Fletching Car Park – bay for the disabled:  The Clerk reported that Wealden District Council had advised that the marking of the bay is ‘next on the list’ - it had been intended to complete the work prior to Christmas but essential repairs to car parks throughout the district had delayed matters.

1501.
E-Planning: Councillor Everard reported that she, together with Councillor Coleman and the Clerk had visited a Withyham PC planning meeting to witness its method of dealing with electronic planning applications. The visit had been most helpful.
The Clerk confirmed that the Wealden District Council would supply a laptop computer, projector and screen to enable the e-planning process to progress and that the Parish Council would be responsible for the equipment following delivery. It as agreed that the Council’s store cupboard be cleared to enable the equipment to be stored.  Councillor CE and the Clerk were authorised to dispose of unnecessary stationery/records etc.
1502.
Insurance: The Chairman reported that Councillor PR was investigating the possibility of combining the Council’s insurance policy with that of the Recreation Ground Committee to reduce costs and overlap.  No decision would be taken without consultation and the concurrence of the Committee. It was hoped that fuller details would be available at the next meeting of the Council
1503.
Burial Ground – Water Tap: It had been reported to the Clerk that the water tap closest to the Church required attention. He had made arrangements for its repair at a cost of £40 - the action taken was confirmed.
Transport & Highways

1503.
Strengthening Local Relationships (SLR): The Minutes of the meeting held on the 21st May 2010 had been circulated for information. 
Arising from the Minutes it was noted that the promised clearance of the gullies near North Hall per Item 3 had not taken place – the Clerk would make appropriate enquiries and also find out who has replaced Andy Brooks who had retired in December.
It was not known if the repairs to the posts and chains adjacent to Corner Cottages had been effected; Councillor BD would investigate and report.

1504.
Online Rights of Way map: The Chairman reported that the East Sussex County Council had completed arrangements for the County Online Rights of Way Map to be available by logging on to www.eastsussex.gov.uk/rightsofway details of which had been circulated. Details would be added to the Parish Council website.

1505.
Flitteridge Farm Lagoon: There was concern about possible seepage from the lagoon and the Clerk was asked to make enquiries.  There had, it was suggested, been a marked increased in lorries using the facility to the detriment of lanes within the parish.
Administration
1506.
Receipts and Payments: The receipts and payment accounts for the period to 2nd February 2011had been circulated and were received,
1507.
Accounts for Payment: The following accounts for payments were approved:

· SALC – Standing Orders for Local Councils


25.00
· Stirling & Johnson Ltd – Pump House roof
       
        876.00

· The Clerk – salary/expenses February

        456.63

· David Croft – January account


        
        240.00
· Website – three year management fee*

  $US250.00

· *Annual budget of £120
1508.
Authorise the signing of cheques: It was resolved that former Councillor N. Alderton be removed from the cheque signing list and that Councillor B. Croft be authorised to sign cheques on behalf of the Council.

1509.
Standing Orders/Code of Conduct: Following the 24th January Planning Meeting complaints had been received concerning the perceived impartiality of a member of the Parish Council during the consideration of the Northall Clay Pigeon Club planning application.  Reference was made to Standing Order 33 and the Code of Conduct, the latter which had been signed by each member of the Council.

The situation was discussed and it was emphasised that all members of the Council had a distinct duty to serve only in the public interest and that all decisions be made on merit. It was agreed that in future each member of the Parish Council would sign the acceptance of the adopted Code of Conduct document on an annual basis in May of each year to ensure awareness of the Code.
Applications for Grant Aid
1510.
Fletching Recreation Ground Committee: It was agreed that consideration of the application be deferred pending further enquiries concerning the insurance of the recreation ground facilities.
1511.
Fletching Parochial Church Council: Having considered applications for grant aid in respect of the lighting of the War Memorial, the cutting of grass at the Churchyard and gardening at the Churchyard and noting that the Council’s revenue budget for the year ending 31st March 2012 remained unchanged from the current year’s budget, it was resolved that grants would remain the same as the previous year i.e.:
· That £25 is allocated from the War memorial Fund for the lighting of the War memorial.

· That a grant of £540 is awarded to the Parochial Church Council to assist with the cutting of grass at the Churchyard
· That no grant be awarded for gardening at the Churchyard

1512.
Wealden’s Core Strategy Document: The statement of arrangements for the inspection of the Proposed Submission Core Strategy and other Submission Documents had been circulated. The period of consultation would cover the 14th February to 28th March 2011. From Friday 11th February the documents will be available online at www.wealden.gov.uk/ 
Reference copies would be available at libraries and locally at the offices of the Maresfield Parish Council office Monday to Friday between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm and at the Uckfield Civic Centre Monday to Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm and on Fridays 9.00 am to 4.00 pm between 14th February and 28th March 2011.
This item would appear on the agenda for the March meeting of the Council.

1513.
ESCC – East Sussex & Brighton Waste & Minerals Core Strategy: A letter dated 21st January 2011from the County Council to Mr R. White, Chairman of P.A.A.L. had been copied to the Council for information and was received. The extended consultation was ongoing.

1514.
Charles Hendry MP – Sheffield Forest: A copy of the Member of Parliament’s response to the Council had been circulated for information.
It was resolved that a letter of opposition to the proposals to sell off Forestry Commission land, Sheffield Forest in particular, be sent to the Rt Honourable Caroline Spelman MP at Defra, Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, London SW1P 3JR and that an enquiry be made of the National Trust about the possibility of the Charity purchasing Sheffield Forest in the event that the Government’s proposals were proceeded with.
1515.
Popag – Sheffield Forest: An e-mail dated 6th February opposing ‘privatisation’ of Sheffield Forest and seeking support from the Parish Council was received.
1516.
Wealden District Commander (Sussex Police): A copy of the District Commander’s e-mail message dated 24th January 2011 had been circulated to all members.
1517.
CPRE – Housing Development at Polegate:  A letter dated 11th January from Stuart Meier seeking support to prevent a housing development planned by Pelham Homes at Polegate was received.
1518.
New Pond at Splaynes Green: It was agreed that a letter of appreciation be sent to Mr David Hollins for reinstating the pond at Splaynes Green; the pond was most attractive and would enhance the local area. Councillor GT, who had constructed the pond, was also thanked for his good work. An appropriate item would be placed in the Parish Magazine by the Chairman.
1519.
Date, place and time of the next meeting: Monday 7th March – 7.30 pm at the Fletching Village Hall.

1520.
Close of Meeting:  There being no further business to discuss the chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.55 pm
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